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1 
Members of the Pecjuea 
youth group assembling 
the first outside walls of 
the church in Boligee 
on a Monday morning. 
"Ordinary people" 
serving God through MDS 
"Ordinary people in God's service" was the theme of the 
1997 all-unit Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) meeting held 
Feb. 7-8. Representatives of a wide range of Mennonite, Breth-
ren in Christ, and Amish groups attended, illustrating that those 
who historically have had trouble accepting one another's the-
ology can happily hang dry wall and shingle a roof together as 
they serve people in need. Who are these "ordinary people" 
serving God through MDS? 
Farmers, carpenters, retirees, business people, housewives, 
nurses, pastors, students—the list goes on. Degrees and skills 
aren't as crucial as patience, love, and willingness to serve as the 
"hands and feet of Jesus." MDSers are more likely to ask 
"where" and "how soon" than to philosophize about "why." 
They would rather sermonize through rolling up their shirt 
sleeves and getting down to work than preaching with words. 
They feel more at home shoveling mud at a work site than sitting 
in meetings at a convention center. 
On Feb. 9, following the MDS all-unit meeting, more than 
250 MDSers drove the two hours to Boligee, Ala., for Sunday 
worship and a fellowship meal at the newly rebuilt Mt. Zoar 
church. Nine women from the 25- to 30-member congregation 
served the MDSers heaping portions of fried chicken, turnip 
greens and sweet potato pie in the church social hall. 
Many "ordinary people" contributed to making this church 
rebuilding project a success—a success not only in terms of 
bricks and mortar but also in building new understandings. 
Among them: 
• Teens from 10 youth groups (including three Brethren in 
Christ groups—Pequea, Elizabethtown, and Lancaster) gave up 
a week of their summer vacations to work from dawn to dusk on 
the Mt. Zoar building. Some youth 
overcame fears of heights to fasten 
shingles on the roof. Others nursed 
bruised fingers as they struggled to 
master a hammer. All suffered the 
discomfort of laboring through the 
intense heat of an Alabama summer. 
"Special People" profiles a wide variety 
of Brethren in Christ members of all 
ages and from all walks of life. 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
i n v i t e d . 
You are invited to submit a short article 
about some "Special Person" you would 
like to introduce to Visitor readers. Arti-
cles should be typewritten, preferably 
300-400 words, and must have the 
approval of the person being profiled. If 
your article is accepted for publication, 
we will contact you to secure a photo for 
publication (which will be returned). 
Mail your article to Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Much of the work on the Mt. Zoar church was done by youth and 
their advisors, directed by the MDS leadership team. 
• Jane and J.D. Kuepfer of Seaforth, Ont., spent the summer 
living in a camper in the isolated grove of trees where the church 
was being built. Each week they welcomed an energetic new 
group of youth, and arranged activities for them, including Bible 
studies with teens from local white churches. Although quick to 
acknowledge how complicated issues of race can be, the couple 
had observed the "rigid pattern of racial separation" that existed 
around Boligee. They set out to learn to know not only their 
black neighbors, but also their white neighbors. Perhaps as a 
result of the example MDS set, some local whites came to help 
out at the church, including a backhoe operator who donated his 
labor. 
• Gracy Davis, a Mt. Zoar church member, fried countless cat-
fish and hushpuppies (cornmeal cakes) each week last summer 
to introduce MDS youth groups to these Southern delicacies. 
"I cooked so many catfish, I don't want to cook any more," 
said Davis, and then acknowledged, with a chuckle, that she 
had prepared yet another batch of catfish for the Feb. 9 meal with 
the MDS group. The Tuesday evening meals where Mt. Zoar 
members shared food and explained their history were a high-
point for the MDS youth groups. One youth group from South 
Dakota later wrote that it was this event that made them feel they 
were working not for a building, but for friends. 
• Amos Miller of Goshen, Ind., Conservative Conference's 
representative on the MDS board, was an early advocate for 
MDS involvement in Boligee. On paper ripped from a note-
book, church members drew their "dream" church. Miller took 
their sketch, transformed it into a blueprint, and headed up con-
struction plans. This is the last 
MDS project in which Miller par-
ticipated. In September 1996, just 
weeks after the church was dedi-
cated, Miller suffered a heart 
attack and died. 
On Feb. 9, MDSers and Mt. 
Zoar members celebrated Miller's 
life and contribution by planting 
a dogwood tree in front of the 
church. Amos' widow, Wilma 
Miller, told the gathering, "Amos 
loved the people of Mt. Zoar." 
Deacon Bobby Davis of Mt. Zoar 
chanted a prayer, asking God to 
be with the Miller family in their 
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tomed to reports of heightened spiritual 
activity f rom missionaries in faraway 
places like Africa and India, but over the 
course of the past decade or so, these 
reports have come even closer, f rom places 
like Central and South America. And cur-
rently, there are powerful moves of God on 
our own continent in cities like Toronto, 
Ontario, and Pensacola, Florida. The exam-
ple of people 's experiences as recorded in 
Scripture (both Old and New Testaments) 
and in historic accounts of revival seem to 
me to validate the fact that when God 
moves and reveals himself in fresh ways, 
human beings are profoundly touched. 
As Brethren in Christ, our tendency is to 
view purported fresh moves of God, partic-
ularly those in which people are powerfully 
impacted—physically and emotionally— 
by 
Layne Lebo HAVE YOU EVER FOUND YOURSELF read-ing the accounts of God's incredible moving in the Old and New Testa-ments, and asking, "Why doesn't 
God move today like he did back then?" Our 
tendency is to read of miracles and healings 
and to become frustrated because so much of 
what we see in the Bible is foreign to us. It is 
probably in reading the book of Acts that we 
are confronted most clearly with this dichoto-
my between what is recorded there and our 
own current experience. 
In Acts we read of the Holy Spirit coming 
on the believers in such a clear way that many 
spoke in languages which were foreign to 
them and others behaved in ways which 
caused onlookers to question their sobriety. 
We read of 3,000 believers joining the church 
in one day. There were miracles, evil spirits 
cast out, people healed by touching Paul 's 
handkerchief, apostles released from prisons 
(where they had been chained fast) by mighty 
earthquakes, and much, much more. "Where 
is the power of God today?" seems like a 
pretty natural question. And yet God is also 
moving in marvelous ways in our day, both 
around the world and in North America. Peter 
Wagner, the world-renowned church growth 
and spiritual warfare scholar, states his belief 
that the book of Acts was just a pilot project 
for what God is doing around the world today 
and will do in the days to come. 
Indeed, increasingly the church in North 
America is receiving news of the move of 
God around the world. We had become accus-
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with skepticism and caution. We have his-
torically had problems (and I believe right-
ly so) with the more radical elements of the 
Pentecostal and Charismatic movements, 
and are fearful of opening the door to these 
excesses in our own denomination. While I 
appreciate this concern, it becoming 
increasingly difficult to ignore the renewal 
sweeping our continent which is irrespec-
tive of denomination. Churches ranging the 
doctrinal spectrum f rom hyper-Pente-
costal/Charismatics to died-in-the-wool 
Fundamentalists are experiencing new 
moves of God. 
So where does this leave us 
as Brethren in Christ? 
Our own historical roots are steeped in 
renewal and revival movements which 
were characterized by people experiencing 
dramatic encounters with God. The 
Pietists, one of three historic groups to 
whom we trace our present day beliefs 
(Anabaptists and Wesleyan Holiness peo-
ple being the other two), came to North 
America f rom Europe early in the 18th 
Century. They placed a primary emphasis 
on personal spiritual renewal and played a 
key role in the Great Awakening of the 
1740s. This Great Awakening, spearheaded 
by men like Jonathan Edwards and George 
Whitefield, shook New England with its 
powerful revival meetings. 
The Wesleyan Holiness movement, 
which was adopted by the Brethren in 
Christ over the period of 1930 to the 
1950s, also was characterized by revival. 
During this time period, camp meetings 
like Roxbury Holiness Camp and Camp 
Freedom sprang up all over our country. At 
these meetings men, women, youth, and 
children experienced God 's presence in 
spectacular ways. Some, after encountering 
the Holy Spirit, would fall down and lay in 
a catatonic state for hours. This was called 
"going down under the power." 
Many of the physical/emotional mani-
festations happening in renewals around 
our world and in places closer to home, 
like Toronto and Pensacola, are not new to 
the Brethren in Christ. Renewal will not 
look exactly the same in every denomina-
tion or even in every church within particu-
lar denominations, but we place ourselves 
in a dangerous position if we discount 
reported renewal/revival movements solely 
based on our own unfamiliarity or discom-
fort with the dramatic responses of people 
claiming to have been touched by God in a 
fresh way. Our lack of experience with 
manifestations associated with renewal, 
and our lack of understanding or objective 
evidence for such things, are shaky 
grounds for discounting a purported move 
of God. 
At the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church, we have been privileged to experi-
ence a wonderful move of God over the 
course of the last two and a half years, par-
ticularly during the last nine months of 
1996.1 want to share some statistics with 
you, not because numbers are our focus, 
but because numbers represent lives that 
have been touched by God. In 1996 we 
saw: 
• 905 instances of seeking at our 
public altar; 
• 250 private healing/deliverance 
prayer times; 
• 34 conversions; 
• 20-person increase in church 
membership; 
• 18-person increase in average 
Sunday morning worship attendance; 
• 8-person increase in average Sunday 
School attendance. 
(These figures do not reflect the fact that 
49 people—21 of whom were members— 
left our church as part of our daughter 
church planting January 1, 1996.) 
We thank and praise God for his awe-
some move among us during 1996 and 
anticipate even greater things in 1997! We 
are praying that the renewal which God has 
so graciously blessed us with will give 
birth to revival, which will result in many 
people receiving Jesus Christ as their per-
sonal Lord and Savior. •ww 
God is moving 
in marvelous ways 
in our day, both 
around the world 
and in North America. 
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FOR BELIEVERS AND CHURCHES who long to be used of God to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to their communities, I 
see the starting point of renewal as being 
human brokenness and humility before God. 
After King Solomon completed the temple, the 
Lord appeared to him at night and said, "If my 
people, who are called by my name, will hum-
ble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and 
my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this 
place" (2 Chronicles 7:14-15). 
Sunday evening, June 5, 1994, was a night 
of humility and brokenness before God for a 
group of people from the Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. On that evening, a 
group of approximately 20 leaders from our 
church gathered to humble ourselves before 
God and to seek his face for our church family. 
We came together to confess our corporate sin 
as a church; we repented of issues like control, 
greed, legalism, ongoing conflict, complacen-
cy, and a history of abusing pastors. We also 
came before God to identify with, to repent of, 
and to ask God's forgiveness for the sin of 
pow-wowing—a form of Pennsylvania Dutch 
witchcraft—which was practiced in our church 
earlier this century by a pastor and a deacon's 
wife from the Mechanicsburg congregation. 
(For a biblical precedent, see Daniel 9:1-19.) 
As we joined together in prayer that night 
and sought God, we knew that wonderful 
things were taking place. There was a pro-
found brokenness before God and a desire to 
be pure and holy before him. For nearly three 
hours we worshipped, confessed sin, and 
asked for God's forgiveness. We left knowing 
that God had heard our prayers, but not recog-
nizing the full impact of what had taken place 
that night. 
Within several weeks, God began moving in our church and community in power-
ful ways. We saw individuals begin to seek 
after God with new fervor, desiring purity in 
their own lives. Our staff began counseling 
and praying with individuals at a magnitude 
we had never undertaken before. 
In counseling sessions we began to walk 
people through, and claim in prayer, the truth 
of James 4:6-10: "But he gives us more grace. 
That is why Scripture says: 'God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.' Submit 
yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you. Come near to God and 
he will come near to you. Wash your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you dou-
ble-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change 
your laughter to mourning and your joy to 
gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will lift you up." 
As we counsel and pray with people, our 
goal is that they will receive more of God's 
infinite grace and victory in their lives. We 
recognize that the most powerful weapon of 
our enemy is deceit. We seek to help people 
grasp God's truth of their identity and victory 
in Christ. 
Our starting point in living holy lives, free 
from sin and bondage, is our free choice which 
God, in his sovereignty, has entrusted to us. 
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, God 
calls people to seek after him. Renewal 
involves two aspects: (1) our seeking after 
God through Jesus Christ, and (2) God's 
response to our seeking. In Jeremiah 29:11-13 
we are told, ' "For I know the plans I have for 
you,' declares the Lord, 'plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. Then you will call upon me and 
come and pray to me and I will listen to you. 
You will seek me and find me when you seek 
me with all your heart. '" And in Revelation 
3:20 Jesus says, "Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with 
him and he with me." 
God is faithful. When we seek him, he will 
be found. A major responsibility for renewal 
lies in our humble and earnest seeking. Dr. 
David Seamands says, "God is not a respecter 
of persons, but he is a respecter of conditions." 
In the words of Psalm 51:17, "The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit; a broken and con-
trite heart O God, you will not despise." 
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As you can see, God is doing some very special things in our midst. I thank and praise him for the strong 
sense of his presence in our congregation. 
All glory, honor, praise, and power goes 
to our God. I write these things to you, 
not to boast of our church, but to give 
glory to God and to encourage believers 
everywhere to seek after him and his 
renewal which is sweeping our world. As 
you seek renewal, I invite you to claim 
the truths of Psalm 85:9 and Habakkuk 
3:2 for yourself and for your church. 
"Surely his salvation is near those who 
fear him, that his glory may dwell in our 
land" (Psalm 85:9). "Lord, I have heard 
of your fame; I stand in awe of your 
deeds, O Lord. Renew them in our day, in 
our time make them known; in wrath 




The proof of renewal is seen in lives that are changed for the better. The following 
are testimonies from four members of the Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church. 
AFTER LIVING TWELVE YEARS as a Christian who did all I could do for God (the "works mentality"), I found myself at a crisis point in my life. I was par-
alyzed with pain and fear beyond what I could face 
alone, because of wounds committed against me as a 
child. I couldn't "do" anything to pick myself up and 
move on, and for the first time in my life, stopped dead 
in my tracks. There was nothing left except to cry out in 
complete surrender to God. 
I sought counseling at our church, which had just 
begun to use the "James 4" model of healing prayer to 
minister to those seeking freedom: "Come near to God 
and he will come near to you." James 4:8 became a new 
foundation for me to stand at a place of complete surren-
der at the foot of the cross of Jesus. The pastoral staff led 
me to the cross with every issue of wounding in my past. 
At the feet of Jesus I laid down all the hurt and pain of 
my past, and walked away with complete freedom by the 
power of the blood, cross, and resurrection of Jesus. 
Today, I am humbled and privileged to be a part of 
healing/prayer ministry team of our church. As I walked 
to freedom, God called me to be a "wounded healer" to 
point others to him. With each seeker, no matter what the 
issue, the key to freedom is finding Jesus at the cross and 
surrendering the wounding or sin to him. We have been 
privileged to see God perform miracles right before our 
eyes, as seekers choose to surrender at the cross, and 
embrace the freedom of Christ. Dying to self results in 
testimony of hope for all who seek freedom in Christ. 
"You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart" Jeremiah 29:13. 
(A 35-year old mother of three children) 
• W ^ E N E W A L HAS MEANT NEW FREEDOM tO me. Three 
areas God has given me freedom in are: infirmity, 
M . %.fear and lust. God has granted me new health and 
strength as 1 have dealt with a spirit of infirmity that has 
plagued my family. Gaining freedom from fear has been 
an incredible blessing for me as well. Having fear (and 
being a man) contributed to my low self-esteem. Being 
released from fear has given me more confidence in my 
Christian walk. Receiving victory over lust has benefited 
my marriage greatly. It has alleviated stress in our mar-
riage and given my wife a greater feeling of security and 
sense of confidence in my love, even though she never 
had anything to fear anyway. I am so thankful for the 
changes God has brought about in my life. 
(A 29-year-old father of one) 
B JLFt 
KLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD! God has taught 
me more in two years of seeking him than ever 
before. Although I have been a Christian by title 
(and saved by his grace) for 22 years, I 'm really only 2 
years old. God has taught me the greatest command-
ment—Matthew 22:36-38: "Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind." Once I started down that road of loving him 
and hating my legalistic Christian life, he could actually 
begin a new work in me. The neat thing God taught me 
is that he is REALLY BIG. He can do anything, and all 
my thoughts of limitations—things, hurts, pain, anger—I 
thought I had to live with don't apply anymore. God has 
begun a work to restore me to true Christian living. See 
Leviticus 26:1-13 and Revelation 7:14b-17. 
(A 26-year-old single man) 
I 
-F YOU WOULD HAVE ASKED ME A YEAR AGO what I 
needed from God, I would have had no clue. The 
obvious problems and bondages of others weren't 
present in my life. But during a healing service God 
asked me to request prayer for chronic fatigue. It had 
never occurred to me this might be something I could be 
freed from, and I couldn't understand how it could work. 
I was afraid to act until I had it all figured out, but God 
made it clear to me that if I didn't act that night, I would 
be disobeying him and walking out of his will. I surren-
dered my need for intellectual understanding as my fear 
of the Lord became greater than all my other fears. Not 
only was I freed from a lifelong struggle with fatigue, 
but I began to notice a marked increase in joy. This expe-
rience began a chain of emotional and spiritual healings 
which have taught me that God has many more good 
gifts to give his children than most of us ever ask for. 
(A 29-year-old married woman) 
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Church buildings that do more... 
by Ray Bowman 




During thirty years as an 
architect and another dozen 
as a church facilities consul-
tant, I've worked with scores 
of churches on building proj-
ects. Time after time, these 
churches have stretched my 
thinking either by their exam-
ple or by presenting me with 
situations that called for cre-
ative solutions. 
I've learned new ways of 
designing church buildings 
that free up resources for 
ministry by decreasing the 
amount of time, energy, and 
money that go into bricks and 
mortar. I've also found ways 
to turn buildings into more 
effective tools for fellowship or 
outreach. 
Here are six of the most 
useful design innovations I've 
picked up or developed 
through my work—three 
relating to multiple-use and 





Many church buildings have 
been designed as single-use facili-
ties. The sanctuary is used for 
worship, classrooms for Christian 
education, the fellowship hall for 
dinners, and the gymnasium for 
recreation. But as today's fastest-
growing congregations have 
learned, to build single-use build-
ings fast enough to keep pace with 
their needs is financially impossi-
ble. For any church, unnecessary 
building programs siphon time, 
money, and energy away from the 
real work of the church—minister-
ing to people. The solution is a 
multiple-use facili ty—one where 
almost every space is designed for 
multiple ministries. 
1. T h e m i n i s t e r i n g cen te r 
For years I told building com-
mittees that the sanctuary was the 
heart of the church, a sacred space 
devoted exclusively to the worship 
of God. "Until you have such a 
sanctuary," I 'd say, "the church's 
worship will never be all it should 
be." 
I was wrong. 
A church in Nampa, Idaho, 
asked me to design a worship 
space with a multi-level platform, 
movable choir seats, portable ris-
ers, and ramps to make it easy to 
move props and equipment on and 
off stage. They envisioned using 
the space for dramas, for an 
orchestra, and for various-sized 
choirs that could be moved to dif-
ferent locations. With that project, 
cracks began to appear in my rigid 
thinking. 
Three years later I designed my 
first totally flexible church facility. 
Worship, Sunday school, fellow-
ship, and recreation all took place 
in the same area. Today I can no 
longer champion sanctuaries— 
space designed for worship only. 
Instead I recommend what I call a 
"ministering center," area with a 
level floor and movable furnish-
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ings that can be used not only for 
corporate worship but also for many 
other ministry activities throughout 
the week. 
There's nothing new about this 
basic concept. Many congregations 
have worshiped temporarily on flat 
floors with movable seating. What 's 
new about the ministry center is that 
it's not temporary, but a way to per-
manently turn the worship area into 
a flexible space used for a wide vari-
ety of ministries all week long. 
2. The fellowship foyer 
When a Massachusetts congrega-
tion started holding double worship 
services, many people complained 
that they couldn't visit their friends 
attending the other service. Recog-
nizing the importance of such fel-
lowship, the church made two 
changes. First, they extended the 
period between services to thirty 
minutes to give worshippers leaving 
the first service time to visit with 
those arriving for the second. Sec-
ond, they built a larger foyer to pro-
vide a place to visit. 
While neither change by itself 
would have completely solved the 
problem, providing both time and 
space for fellowship did. When a 
church goes to multiple services, a 
foyer large enough to accommodate 
visiting and traffic flow in both 
directions becomes a necessity. Not 
only does a fellowship foyer make 
multiple services practical—a great 
economy in itself—but with the 
addition of a small serving kitchen, 
it can also take the place 
of the traditional fellow-
ship hall. 
An Alliance congrega-
tion in Oklahoma City 
built their fellowship foyer 
so that only a folding wall 
divided it from their wor-
ship area. The foyer then 
doubled as an overflow 
space for worship. At 
Eden Mennonite Church 
in Moundridge, Kans., 
movable walls allow much 
of the fellowship foyer to 






and energy away 
from the real 
work of the 
3. Flexible space 
In small churches we 
often design classrooms 
for a single teacher with 
small classes. As the 
church grows, though, 
rows of little rooms no 
longer meet the church's 
educational needs. A 
growing church may need 
multiple nurseries and 
large open spaces for children's 
classes that can be subdivided with 
sight breaks and movable supply 
storage units. 
As teen and adult classes grow 
and new ones form, their need for 
rooms of various sizes will keep 
changing. 
How can a church plan for such 
constant change? 
The key is flexibility. For exam-
ple, First Nazarene Church in 




called the multiplex. This octagonal 
building consists of pie-shaped 
rooms circling a center stage/plat-
form area which can be elevated or 
lowered to floor level. 
On Sunday mornings the rooms 
are divided for adult classes. At 
other times, though, some or all of 
the movable walls are moved to 
open up many possible configura-
tions, making the space usable for 
weddings, funerals, dinners, and 
even theater-in-the-round. 
continued on the next page 
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Designing 
for outreach 
Early in my career I designed a 
number of church buildings that met 
the facility needs of church members 
but failed to take into account future 
attenders. That a building should or 
could be designed to help with out-
reach had never occurred to me. As 
a result, I unintentionally designed 
into those buildings barriers to 
reaching out to newcomers. In the 
years since, I 've come across several 
ways to make buildings more "visi-
tor friendly." 
I've come across 




1. Offices that welcome. 
At one church in the Northeast, to 
reach the church secretary's office, I 
had to enter the front door, pass 
through the auditorium, climb stairs, 
go through a balcony, and finally 
open the door into the bell tower. 
The other offices were equally 
well-hidden. The pastor's office was 
tucked away in the far corner of the 
sanctuary off the platform. The 
youth pastor's office was in a win-
dowless room off a dimly lit base-
ment hallway. None of the offices 
was identified. 
The front door was kept locked 
even during office hours. When 
someone pushed the door buzzer, if 
the secretary was in—which was 
less than half the time and not on 
any particular schedule—she would 
come down from the bell tower to 
open the door. At other times a per-
son seeking help might never get in, 
even if the pastors were there. 
To solve its problem, this church 
converted the church parsonage next 
door into an administrative center 
with offices for the secretary and 
pastors. They installed a wheelchair 
ramp, put up a church office sign, 
posted office hours, and hired a full-
time secretary/receptionist. 
A few months later the secretary 
told me, "I 'm amazed at how many 
people, both from within and outside 
the congregation, come through this 
door. Many of them never came by 
before. They come to get counsel-
ing, to request information, to share 
needs. I 'm thrilled to get to serve all 
these people." 
2. An "open for 
business" look 
Have you ever driven by a church 
on a Sunday or Wednesday evening 
and wondered if they were holding a 
service? Many church buildings 
look closed to those passing by even 
when they're bustling with activity. 
Driving by Bethany (Okla.) First 
Nazarene on a weeknight, one per-
son commented, "Something's going 
on at the church tonight." 
How could he tell? 
Rather than the parking being 
hidden behind the church building, 
the most convenient parking was out 
front. It filled up quickly when the 
building was in use. In addition, the 
foyers had glass doors and walls so 
people outside could see the people 
inside. The building couldn't have 
looked any more open for business 
if it had had a big neon light flashing 
"Open." 
3. A welcome mat 
for visitors 
One simple and inexpensive way 
to make visitors feel welcome is to 
reserve the most convenient parking 
spaces for them. Another way is to 
have driveways for unloading at the 
major entrances to the facility. 
Before each service, greeters can be 
at the curbside to open car doors and 
welcome worshippers. Some 
churches have a large, attractive sign 
to identify the visitor entrance. 
The fellowship foyer, described 
earlier, also helps to make a building 
visitor-friendly. Forty years ago I 
sometimes designed church foyers 
so small that if anyone stopped there 
to talk with a visitor for more than a 
few second, a traffic jam resulted. A 
spacious fellowship foyer, though, 
makes it easy for people to talk with 
visitors without worrying about 
being in anyone's way. 
A church in Hot Springs, Ark., 
asked me to design a building that 
would include a library, a bride's 
room, a counseling room, and a 
lounge area for welcoming visitors. 
Because of limited budget, all these 
functions, as well as classroom and 
committee meeting space, were 
combined in a single room called a 
parlor, which was separated from the 
foyer by glass. Visitors to the church 
were invited to step into the parlor 
out of the flow of traffic, be seated, 
and get acquainted. A parlor can 
also be designed so that it serves as 
a reception area for visitors to 
church offices during the week. 
The building 
of the future 
I have never seen all these fea-
tures in a single church facility, but 
the master plans I am now develop-
ing for congregations incorporate all 
these ideas plus other multiple-use 
and outreach-friendly features. 
Designing the entire facility for 
multiple-use seven days a week 
holds down building costs, freeing 
up resources for ministry to people. 
And designing the entire facility to 
be visitor-friendly makes the build-
ing a more effective outreach tool. 
Whether you design for multiple-use 
or for outreach or both, the bottom 
line is the same: you're turning your 
building into a more effective tool 
for ministry. 
Most of this article is adapted from When 
Not to Build: An Architect's Unconven-
tional Wisdom for the Growing Church by 
Ray Bowman with Eddy Hall (Baker 1992).' 
Ray Bowman is a church facilities consultant 
in Larkspur, Colo. Eddy Hall is a freelance 
writer and editor in Goessel, Kans. 
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Nat iona l Assoc ia t ion of Evangel ica ls Repo 
Vision: 
Reaching America FF 
by Harvey R. Sider 
The 55th annual convention of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE) convened in Orlando, Florida, 
March 4-6, 1997. 
Reflecting its theme, "Our Shared 
Vision: Reaching America," issues of 
networking quickly emerged as a pri-
mary focus. We were urged to seek 
ways to work together to impact our 
world. Networking in prayer, plan-
ning, and evangelizing is key to seiz-
ing the opportunities for building the 
body of Christ. Missiologists indicate 
that 165,000 people come to Christ 
every day, but virtually none are f rom 
North America . We, too, can catch 
and ride the wave of unprecedented 
revival and church growth through the 
synergy that f lows f rom networking 
cooperation. 
Listening to the amazing story of 
how the cult, the Worldwide Church 
of God, was transformed into an evan-
gelical denomina t ion was a hear t -
w a r m i n g expe r i ence . R e s e a r c h e r s 
believe this is the first t ime in history 
when such a miracle has occurred. 
Christian news media has heralded 
this m a r v e l o u s a c c o u n t f o r m a n y 
months. Nonetheless it was a thrill to 
hear their leader, Joseph Tkack, de-
scribe God's leading and the painful 
journey of the cult f rom "The Plain 
Truth" into the light of Jesus Christ 
and his saving power—at a cost that 
included the loss of half their mem-
bership, devastating divisions among 
families and friends, and multiplied 
millions in decreased revenues. 
Crawford Loritts, Jr., in a powerful 
opening address, urged Christians to 
repent and set their priorities straight 
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so that we impact our culture for righ-
teousness rather than blame our cur-
rent situation on our culture, society, 
or the government. In the same vein, 
the c o n f e r e n c e c o n c l u d e d wi th a 
strong message f r o m Ann Graham 
Lotz, calling Christians to repent of 
sin and r e c e i v e a f r e s h v i s i on of 
Christ. Revival starts within the house 
of God. Josh McDowell warned the 
conference that he believes we have 
less than two years to work toward 
Five significant 
resolutions were 
adopted by the 
delegate body. 
These addressed a 
variety of issues: 
heeding the call 







God speaking to 
our times. 
(See pp. 12-14) 
any meaningful reversal of the present 
trend in our moral values and rela-
tivism. Now is the t ime to become 
serious about the restoration of truth. 
Exposure to and prayer for the per-
secuted church focused attention on 
the unprecedented attacks on Chris-
tians in scores of countries around the 
globe. In addition to privation, de-
struction of property, imprisonment, 
slavery and torture, tens of thousands 
are mar tyred every year. Baroness 
Caroline Cox, House of Lords, United 
Kingdom, personally involved in min-
istry to such people, gave a moving 
presentation in word and picture con-
cerning the plight of such people in 
places like Somalia. Sept. 28, 1997, 
has been set for the next worldwide 
day of p r a y e r f o r the p e r s e c u t e d 
church. 
Five significant resolutions, origi-
nating primarily f rom the NAE sub-
groups, were adopted by the delegate 
body. These addressed a variety of 
issues: heeding the call of the poor, 
the church's responsibility to prison-
ers, physician-assisted suicides, par-
tial-birth abortions, and God speak-
ing to our times. (The resolutions are 
printed on pp. 12-14.) 
Harvey Sider represented the Breth-
ren in Christ Church and Arthur Cli-
menhaga represented the Board for 
World Missions. In addition, several 
other persons visiting in Florida at the 
time and also some from the Holden 
Park Church attended two of the eve-
ning sessions. 
Harvey R. Sider is Moderator of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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Resolutions 
Does God Speak to Our Time? 
In the current climate of postmod-
ernism, many argue that (1) all human 
interpretation involves error, and (2) 
as individuals or as interpretive com-
munities, we interpret and understand 
everything, including the Bible, from 
our o w n p e r s p e c t i v e . Th i s , it is 
argued, relativizes all claims to objec-
tive, culture-transcending truth. 
While we acknowledge postmod-
ernism's exposure of the theories of 
autonomous reason, we cannot accept 
the currently politically correct rela-
tivism of postmodernism. We affirm 
that human beings, made in the image 
of God, can know some things truly, 
even if our finitude prevents us from 
knowing anything exhaustively. 
More importantly, we affirm that 
God, who has chosen to act through 
mighty deeds such as creation, and 
supremely in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the incarnate Word, communicates his 
truth through the Scriptures. These 
words, however mediated by human 
beings, are finally reliable because 
they are God's words, the words of a 
personal, sovereign, omniscient God. 
The original text of holy Scripture 
preserves these words, which God, 
accommodating himself to our limi-
tations, has graciously given us for 
his glory and for his people's good. 
Though we may not hope to under-
stand the sacred text exhaustively, we 
can understand much of it truly. By 
relying on the i l lumination of the 
Holy Spirit which will aid us in our 
reading and re-reading, in our careful 
study, in our self-consciously com-
mitting ourselves to strive against all 
d o m e s t i c a t i o n of S c r i p t u r e tha t 
s p r i n g s f r o m m u c h a l l e g e d or 
thoughtless biases, we can grasp and 
grow in the truth of what it says, and 
in our obedient conformity to it. All 
true Christian unity is grounded in 
unqualified and hearty submission to 
Scripture in its total context. 
Whatever our culture, race, lan-
guage, heritage, or time in history, as 
evangelical Christians, we joyful ly 
bow to the complete authority of the 
Scr iptures as embodied in the 66 
canonical books of the Old and New 
Testaments. We affirm the Scriptures' 
t ru thfu lness , acknowledging that, 
while our knowing is culturally influ-
enced, we may know the mind and 
thoughts of Him who inhabits eterni-
ty, by this written revelation He has 
graciously provided. Therefore, we 
are under his mandate to herald this 
good news to everyone. 
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION 
The National Association of Evangelicals affirms the 
declarations of Scripture that all human life is a sacred gift 
from a sovereign God. Therefore, partial-birth abortion is 
a great moral wrong. American Catholic Cardinals have 
correctly characterized this inhumane procedure as "more 
akin to infanticide than abortion." 
Partial-birth abortion is a horrific "medical procedure" 
that takes the life of a child in a way scarcely paralleled in 
the most barbarous ages. Indeed, it is a practice totally 
unworthy of a civilized nation. With Jefferson, we tremble 
for our country when we reflect that God is just, that his 
justice cannot sleep forever. 
The President of the United States vetoed legislation in 
the 104th Congress banning partial-birth abortion. He 
offered as a "justification" for his action that he had deter-
mined that he could not sign the legislation unless it con-
tained an exception for cases where there might be "seri-
ous health consequences to the mother." However, as 
observed in a resolution of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, ' " the mother's health exception' has been complete-
ly discredited as a catch-all loophole which has been 
demonstrated to include any reason the mother so desires." 
It is time for all who 
love life to join 
together. ..and heal 
this national wound. 
M o r e o v e r , in a 
letter to all mem-
bers of Congress 
last year, numer-
ous doctors stated that the partial-birth abortion procedure 
is never medically indicated. 
We appeal to the Congress to enact legislation once 
more to combat what any civilized people, familiar with 
the grisly details of partial-birth abortion, should only con-
sider morally wrong. Moreover, if the President again 
ignores the will of the people and persists in vetoing this 
legislation a second time, we call on every member of 
Congress to override that wrongful veto. 
We appeal to President Clinton to support a ban on par-
tial-birth abortion, not only in the third trimester, but at any 
time, especially because the recent revelations of Ron 
Fitzsimmons, Executive Director of the National Coalition 
of Abortion Providers, plainly demonstrate that the Presi-
dent was intentionally misled before his veto last year. 
It is time for all who love life to join together as fellow 
Americans and heal this national wound, lest this moral 
disgrace continue unabated. 
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"The Lord mainta ins the 
cause of the needy and exe-
cu te s j u s t i ce fo r the p o o r " 
(Psalm 140:12). Millions of 
sick, disabled and unemployed 
Americans, immigrants, and 
their children remain depen-
dent on government assistance 
for survival . We have long 
maintained that many govern-
ment programs, while meeting 
immediate needs, actually weaken families, destroy ini-
tiative, and trap people in poverty. The new welfare reform 
law ends many of these programs, offering the church a 
significant opportunity to continue to demonstrate that 
there is a better way to help the poor. 
As the church, with God's help, we should care for the 
poor in ways which go far beyond what government pro-
grams provide. We should offer a community of love and 
support which respects the dignity and 
accountability of each individual. We 
should give families the support and 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t they need to s tay 
together. We should promote both the 
individual responsibility and commu-
nity care which are vital to the restora-
t ion of the b r o k e n h u m a n sp i r i t . 
Through ministries of evangelism, dis-
c ip lesh ip , mercy , and ju s t i ce , we 
should serve the poor, strengthen fam-
ilies, and transform our communities. 
The short-term impact of reductions 
in g o v e r n m e n t p r o g r a m s of food , 
health care, and income assistance will 
likely be an increase in hunger and 
hopelessness in many of our communities. We challenge 
the Christian community to commit itself to model the 
sacrificial love of Christ by increasing its financial giving 
and personal involvement with the poor. 
Heeding the Call 
of the Poor. 
LET THE CHURCH 
BE THE CHURCH 
We recognize that we 
are accountable to God 
for how we respond to 
the poor....We have 
heard the cry of the 
poor. We pledge to 
respond generously, 
creatively and justly. 
We call on every church con-
gregation in America to help at 
least one family or individual 
s t r u g g l i n g wi th l o n g - t e r m 
unemployment to obtain pro-
ductive, stable work. This may 
involve skills training, disciple-
ship, and networking. We call 
on every Christian employer to 
hire and train persons who have 
been trapped in poverty. And we 
call on the Christian community to commit itself to 
renewed efforts to remove racism, prejudice, and other 
barriers to employment in the community and society. 
"The righteous know the rights of the poor, the wicked 
have no such understanding" (Proverbs 29:7). 
We call on government to engage in creative partner-
ships with churches and parachurch ministries which have 
proven ability to lift people out of poverty. We are encour-
aged by the "Charitable Choice" pro-
vision of the welfare reform legisla-
tion, something we have long pro-
moted. It correct ly provides that 
faith-based programs which provide 
drug and a lcoho l t r ea tmen t , j o b 
search, and similar services will be 
able to compe te for gove rnmen t 
funding on an equal footing with pro-
g r a m s w h i c h p r o p o s e s e c u l a r 
approaches. 
We recognize that we are account-
able to God for how we respond to 
the poor. "If you close your ear to 
the cry of the poor, you will cry out 
and not be heard" (Prov. 21:13). We 
claim the promise of Psalm 41:1: "Happy are those who 
consider the poor; the Lord delivers them in the day of 
trouble." We have heard the cry of the poor. We pledge to 
respond generously, creatively and justly. 
Physician-Assisted Suicide 
Physician-assisted suicide is one of the 
profound ethical issues confronting Amer-
ica today. With moral relativism direct-
ing a quality of life ethic, physician-assist-
ed suicide is being advocated as a "right." 
And it is even being suggested that the 
lives of some people are not worth liv-
ing, and acco rd ing ly they should be 
encouraged, for the sake of themselves, 
family, or society, to end their lives. 
The primary legal issue is whether the 
so-called "right to die" should be consid-
ered a liberty interest protected under Sec-
tion 1 of the 14th Amendment; subsidiary 
legal arguments supporting physician-
assisted suicide revolve around alleviating 
severe pain and exercising personal auton-
omy. But the underlying moral issue is 
far more profound. This matter of life and 
death involves our relationship with one 
another on the human level, and the rela-
tionship of each of us with God. 
We believe that life is a gift from God, 
continued on the next page 
W/e believe 
that life is a 
gift from God, 
and that 
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and that human life has absolute—not 
relative—value. Death is a significant 
transition that we all face. The physi-
cal and emotional suffering that may 
precede death can be very grievous, 
but it may also spiritually enrich us, 
and afford a last opportunity for rec-
onciliation with friends, family, and 
God. Whi l e we f i rmly be l ieve in 
mercy and compassion, that belief 
does not give anyone license to play 
God. We believe there is a profound 
moral distinction between allowing a 
person to die, on the one hand, and 
killing on the other (Deut. 5:17). We 
affirm the ethic "always to care, never 
to kill." 
We pray earnestly that the Supreme 
Court will not attempt to interpret the 
Constitution as giving a right to physi-
cian-assisted suicide. We also pray 
that the Court will not leave this mat-
ter to the States, which would mean 
As evangelicals, we 
deny that there are 
any circumstances 
which justify 
euthanasia, with or 
without consent. 
each State would be free to pass leg-
islation permitting doctors to end the 
lives of their patients under certain 
circumstances. As evangelicals, we 
deny that there are any circumstances 
which ju s t i fy euthanas ia , with or 
w i t h o u t c o n s e n t . T h e r e f o r e , the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE) expresses its firm opposition 
to State legislation which would legal-
ize physician-assisted suicide. And 
NAE will support federal legislation 
to ensure that federal tax dollars will 
never be used to pay for or promote 
physician-assisted suicide. 
We recognize the pressing need to 
alleviate the severe pain which may 
precede death. Medical experts say 
that ninety-nine percent of such pain 
can be adequately managed, yet twen-
ty-five percent of those with pain do 
not benefit from medical treatment 
which would satisfactorily alleviate 
the pain. We appeal to the medical 
profession to do all in its power to 
close the gap between the knowledge 
of how to cope with pain therapeuti-
cal ly and the app l i ca t ion of that 
knowledge to anyone needlessly suf-
fering pain. 
While for the Christian to die is 
gain, it is wrong to int rude upon 
God's prerogative by advancing that 
day. Rather, we look to our Lord Jesus 
Christ to sustain us. 
The Church's Responsibility to Prisoners 
Understanding that the United States has the world's 
highest rate of incarceration among industrialized nations 
with some 1.6 million Americans currently incarcerated, 
the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) recog-
nizes the necessity of the biblical mandate to minister to 
those in prison and to family members impacted by incar-
ceration. 
We therefore affirm the church 's need to share the 
gospel with those in prison, to support and encourage—and 
be supported and encouraged by—believers 
who are the "church-behind-the-walls," and 
to support and encourage families impacted 
by incarceration and ex-prisoners as they com-
plete their incarceration and re-enter society. 
N A E acknowledges that the people of 
God—whether in prison or free in society— 
are equal in the sight of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as we have been saved only by his grace 
through faith. The teaching of Jesus Christ in 
Matthew 25 to "visit those in prison" is tanta-
mount to doing so for Christ himself. Both those who are 
incarcerated, and those family members who remain on the 
outside, represent individuals for whom Christ died, who 
need to hear the message of salvation, and who may, 
because of the trauma occurring in their lives, be particu-
larly open to the message of the gospel and to committing 
their lives to Christ. Prisoners and their families represent 
one segment of the "harvest field" referred to in Matthew 
9:36-38. 
Incarcerated believers who make up the "church-behind-
the-walls" have the same need as believers in the "outside 
world" for instruction, for living by example, and for being 
equipped to do ministry. Local churches can play an impor-
tant role not only in sharing the gospel with incarcerated 
non-believers, but also in supporting, teaching, and equip-
ping saints in the incarcerated church for ministry in their 
environment. Building strong believers in the "church-
behind-the-walls" will become even more important as 
prison overcrowding, changing architecture of prison facil-
ities, and political pressure to reduce recre-
ational and educational programming for pris-
oners decreases opportunities for "outsiders" to 
effectively minister within the prison walls. 
Further, the "church-behind-the-walls" can 
teach and effectively model for Christians in 
the outside world biblically directed care for 
one another, transformation of the mind and 
personality through a relationship to Christ 
and the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and racial, 
cultural, and economic reconciliation. 
And finally, to reduce the current tragic recidivism rate 
of roughly 75 percent of prisoners re-entering society, the 
local church must extend itself to effectively support and 
nurture those re-entering society after a period of incar-
ceration (Rom. 12:13). The church must mentor prisoners 
and families through the difficult post-prison adjustments 
by helping to secure housing, employment, transportation, 
and clothing, and by providing spiritual and moral support 
to ex-prisoners who genuinely seek to be more Christ-like 
in all they are and do. 
[We] recognize the 
necessity of the 
biblical mandate 
to minister to those 








by Daniel Houck 
From December 27-30, 1996, 781 
Brethren in Christ teenagers and adult 
leaders met at the beautiful Tamiment 
Resort in the Pocono Mountains of 
Pennsylvania for the Youth Quest '96 
C o n v e n t i o n : " D r e a m Big , L ive 
Large." According to the evaluations, 
this event has had a significant spiri-
tual influence on the lives of many of 
our youth. The nat ional ly known 
youth speaker, Bob Stromberg, invit-
ed each of us to drink deeply and to 
experience the fulfillment of abundant 
living according to John 10:10. His 
creative and sometimes wacky meth-
ods of presentation kept each of us 
wondering what he might do next! 
One of the highlights at each con-
vention is the contemporary Christian 
concert. This year featured the up and 
coming band, Code of Ethics. Code, 
as they are known by many, also chal-
lenged each of us to be real before 
God. Several teens gave their hearts to 
Christ as a result of the music ministry 
of the band. 
Heart of the Lamb, a worship team 
led by Jim Gambini from Elizabeth-
town (Pa.) Brethren in Christ, led the 
convention in times of uplifting and 
joyous worship. This student-based 
band included a variety of instru-
ments: guitars, keyboards, violin, 
drums, and more. 
As usual there were exciting times 
of g r o u p r e c r e a t i o n , d i s c u s s i o n 
groups, teaching seminars, sports 
tournaments, and much more. 
The committee planned a special 
theme dinner which was held in the 
gymnasium. The Dream Team Din-
ner included a menu of stadium foods. 
Participants were encouraged to dress 
in the uniforms of their favorite sports 
teams, and after dinner there were a 
variety of games for people to try, 
Probably one of 
the greatest 
values of a 
convention like 
this is the 
opportunity for 
young people from 
all over North 
America to gather 
and to interact 
with one another. 
New friendships 
are made. Old 
friendships are 
built stronger. 
including a slam dunk contest, home run derby, hole-
in-one putt for prizes, and a hockey accuracy shot. 
No convention would seem complete without the 
talent show. Every year there is a mixture of the sub-
lime and the absurd. Who would have ever predicted 
that the highlight of a teen variety night would be a 
violin solo? The crowd erupted in a spontaneous 
standing ovation when Austin Hartman from Eliza-
bethtown Brethren in Christ, accompanied on the 
piano by Carrie Hoffman, completed their classical 
piece. It was a special moment of celebration for 
God's wonderful gifts given to individuals and shared 
with the church. 
Probably one of the greatest values of a convention 
like this is the opportunity for young people from all 
over North America to gather and to interact with 
one another. New friendships are made. Old friend-
ships are built stronger. Youth leaders have the oppor-
tunity to spend extended periods of time with their 
teens, getting to know them better and building dis-
cipleship bridges. 
The Tamiment Resort has served our group well 
since 1987. They are happy to see us come and always 
remark about how amazed they are that 781 teens 
can come together for four days and so few disci-
pline issues arise. The teens, by their lives and actions, 
are a strong witness to the Tamiment staff. 
In three years we will gather again, perhaps at the 
Tamiment. We will be just days away from the new 
millennium. No doubt this convention will signifi-
cantly shape the lives of many teens and ultimately 
the life of our denomination as we walk into the new 
century with Jesus as our guide. We hope that you will 
support the convention with your prayers and your 
encouragement. 
Daniel Houck is on the pastoral staff of the Pequea congre-
gation, Lancaster, Pa., and was a member of the Youth Quest '96 
planning committee. 
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Jay Smith (with the beard) engaged in discussions 
at Hyde Park Corner in London, England. 
There was a fracas at Speaker 's Corner at Hyde Park yesterday. This is certainly a first. I don ' t recall ever having two Mus-
lims fight over me before. 
But in order to understand yester-
day, it may be better to back up to last 
June, when I was twice knocked off 
the ladder while speaking by a large 
and rude Muslim named Muhammad. 
Following that incident, Muhammad 
would harangue me incessantly every 
time I questioned the authenticity of 
the prophet, for whom he was named, 
or question the historical credibility 
of the Qur 'an . 
When I returned to the Corner in 
January of this year, I made a deci-
sion not to use polemics (going on the 
offense) in my presentation, but decid-
ed to keep my discussions to primari-
ly defending the Bible, and answer-
ing the challenges the Muslims were 
throwing at us. Thus I have yet to even 
delve into the historical material this 
year. Nor have I stood up on a ladder, 
but have remained on the ground, tak-
ing on the Muslims in one-on-one dia-
logue. 
During the Muslim holy month of 
R a m a d a n , the C o r n e r was mos t ly 
quiet, but immediately after Eid-al-fitr 
the Muslims came back in numbers, 
and a m o n g s t t hem was my f r i end 
Muhammad. A few weeks ago I chal-
lenged a Muslim speaker on the ques-
tion of numero logy (which he was 
using at the time to authenticate the 
Qur 'an) . I had not spoken more than 
five words when suddenly about 15 
men turned on me and surrounded me, 
yelling and wagging their fingers in 
my face. Behind me I felt someone 
push my back rather forcefully, and I 
turned around to see Muhammad, face 
contorted in anger, ready to pound my 
back aga in . So I c o n f r o n t e d h im, 
tel l ing that it was "not on" to use 
physical force, and then commented 
on the nice suit he was wearing. He 
immediately quieted down and called 
me over to talk in private. We had a 
pleasant exchange of about 15 min-
utes, and left shaking hands. 
The next week M u h a m m a d was 
back, lambasting me once again, but 
as soon as I went to him alone, he 
calmed down and we talked for about 
30 minutes. An English secular friend 
came up to us and commented that he 
found it rather odd to see me talking to 
the man who had abused me so often 
while I spoke on the ladder. He want-
ed to know what we could have in 
common. I turned to him and men-
tioned that I had more in common 
wi th M u h a m m a d than I d id wi th 
him—both of us believed in God, we 
both believed in the prophets, we both 
knew where and how we were created, 
and we both knew what God intended 
for us in this life. Furthermore, I said, 
we both were impassioned with that 
wh ich we be l i eved . At that po in t 
by Jay Smith 
Muhammad put his hand on my shoul-
der and agreed. 
Yesterday I returned once more to 
the Corner and saw Muhammad yet 
aga in in f i n e f o r m , h a r a n g u i n g a 
Christian friend of mine. So I called 
him over and the two of us began a 
lively talk on the relationship God had 
with Adam in the garden of Eden, and 
the implication that had on all of us 
once that relationship had been broken 
by the sin of Adam—something that 
he as a Muslim would have difficulty 
understanding, because this part of the 
story does not exist in their Qur 'an . 
Both of us became passionate in our 
discussion, which attracted quite a 
number of other Muslims who wanted 
to hear. It also attracted the attention 
of some more radical Muslims who 
do not like me. They came over to 
break up our conversation, demand-
ing that Muhammad refrain from talk-
ing to me, because I was "Shaytan" 
(Satan), and that as such, I was seduc-
ing him. 
Initially he ignored them and re-
turned to the discussion. But more 
Muslims began arriving, demanding 
that all the other Muslims leave and 
no t l i s t en to w h a t I w a s s a y i n g . 
Muhammad and I continued our talk 
for another five minutes, whereupon 
the radicals began grabbing at his suit 
to pull him away. He turned and con-
fronted them, and they came to blows, 
fists flying fast and heavy. I immedi-
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Building the body of Christ 
for the glory of God. 
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Discipling, Sending Congregations by A.D. 2000 
Vision and 
Vitality 
God has a purpose for the 
church. In fulfillment of this 
purpose the Brethren in 
Christ in North America are 
moving forward with a 
vision to be 250 Growing, 
Discipling, Sending Con-
gregations by A.D. 2000. 
In every congregation we 
can focus on growing by 
evangelism so that individu-
als from our community 
come to know Christ. Some 
congregations can start new 
churches. 
In every congregation we 
can enter into discipling 
relationships, teaching and 
encouraging one another as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 
In every congregation we 
can share the love of Christ 
with a needy world. By 
sending people and 
finances to places of witness 
In this premier 
issue we celebrate 
the vision and 
vitality of the 
Brethren in ChristJ 
At the Cedar Grove Church, Mijflintown, Pa., Barb Willow directs 
a drama ministry that presents a brief drama about once a month 
in the Sunday morning service. The drama introduces or illus-
trates some aspect of the sermon. God has used this ministry to 
speak to folks about practical issues that relate to daily living. 
and service, we extend the 
love of Christ to neighbors 
next door and neighbors in 
the wider world. 
This first issue of Vision 
News contains stories of 
people and congregations 
who are fulfilling the pur-
poses of God: introducing 
people to Jesus Christ, 
encouraging one another to 
live by biblical values, and 
sending people out to wit-
ness and serve. In this pre-
mier issue we celebrate the 
vision and vitality of the 
Brethren in Christ! 
God's Call 
In an evangelistic campaign 
to start the Community of 
Faith congregation in Roan-
oke, Va., telephone volunteers 
called thousands of house-
holds. Glenn received a call, 
and wanted to receive materi-
als about the new congrega-
tion. Later, he changed his 
mind. He called to the church 
office to ask that his name be 
taken off the mailing list. As 
he spoke with Loine Hain, the 
pastor's wife, he sensed the 
voice of God calling to him. 
"I could tell that she was on 
fire for Jesus," Glenn said. 
"Instead of asking to be 
taken off the mailing list, I 
could feel in my heart that I 
wanted what she had!" 
A week before the first 
service, Glenn showed up to 
help. He attended the first 
worship service and the first 
Bible study. He has taken an 
active role in the life of the 
new congregation. Now 
Glenn has received Christ as 




Ron came to Zion Church, 
Abilene, Kans., out of a life 
of alcohol and drugs. The 
pastor discipled and men-
tored him. Today Ron is the 
pastor of Zion Church! 
Now Pastor Ron Bowell is 
mentoring other young men 
from similar life experiences 
who feel the pull of God on 
their lives. He says, "Mentor-
ing involves identifying peo-
ple in the congregation with 
the gift of pastoral leadership 
and walking alongside them 
as they determine the call of 
God on their lives. Mentors 
set themselves up to be 
observed and examined by 
those being mentored. All 
parties grow in the process. 
Jesus discipled Peter and 
John. Paul mentored Timo-
thy. Barnabas coached Mark. 
And now I am working with 
Curtis, Kerry, and Shane." 
Instruments 
of Peace 
When arsonists burned church build-
ings in Alabama, the Mennonite Disaster 
Service appealed for volunteers to help 
with reconstruction. Three Brethren in 
Christ congregations sent service teams 
to the deep south to help rebuild. The 
aim of the teams was expressed in the 
words of a prayer attributed to Francis of 
Assisi, "Make me an instrument of thy 
peace...." 
Eighteen teenagers and 11 young 
adults from the Pequea congregation, 
near Lancaster, Pa., were the first team to go. 
In a week they erected walls, installed trusses, 
and roofed a new structure for the Mount Zoar 
Baptist Church in Boligee, Ala. A team of 15 
youth and 5 adults from the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., congregation were the next to travel 
south. They continued work on the Mount 
Zoar church facility and did repairs on a near-
by house. The following week, a team of 11 
youth and 8 adults from the Lancaster, Pa., 
congregation went to take the project to 
near completion. Part way through the 
week, the team split up to help two other 
churches, the St. James Missionary Baptist 
Church, also in Boligee, and the Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church in Union, Ala. 
During the day, the work teams built 
walls, roofing, and sidewalks. In the 
evenings they built friendships as they ate 
(catfish) and worshiped with the people of 
Boligee. In word and action, these teams 
contributed to the restoration of peace for 
believers who had suffered from the arson. 
From concrete slab to a building 
with a roof in one week! 
I 
Miim^lte Mi 
God revealed His glory in 
a miraculous way to the 
Montalban congregation in 
Caracas, Venezuela. In 
September, Victoria de Ota-
mendi, the pastor's wife at 
Montalban, was diagnosed 
with a malignant cyst that 
had spread to her arm. It 
was too late for surgery and 
radiation was scheduled. 
The church began to 
earnestly pray for Victoria. 
God chose to heal her. By 
the next Thursday all the 
cancer had disappeared and 
all that remained was a tiny 
cyst that could easily be 
removed with surgery. The 
echoes of the praise that 
was given by the Montalban 
church that day will con-
tinue to increase faith in the 
people whose lives were 
touched by the healing. 
Fitness 
Training 
The Green Spring congre-gation, Newville, Pa., 
focuses on training for disci-
pleship and evangelism. 
Twenty persons have been 
trained as disciplers. Pastor 
Terry Burton reports that 
nearly every church board 
member had discipled at 
least one other believer. 
The Clear Creek congre-gation in Everett, Pa., 
also takes an intentional 
approach to discipleship. 
Pastor John Geyer conducts 
six sessions of leadership 
training for persons who 
have been active in some 
area of the church's ministry 
and who want to improve 
their ministry skills. The pas-
tor gives input on leadership, 
encourages the trainees, 
gives them assignments, 
reviews their progress, and 
seeks to build their confi-
dence while preparing them 
for new stages of lay ministry. 
The Canoe Creek congre-gation, Hollidaysburg, 
Pa., uses an approach to 
evangelism called "Opera-
tion Norman." In this 
approach—developed by the 
pastor, Rob Patterson—a 
Christian man offers to lead 
an evangelistic Bible study 
with an unsaved friend. 
Recently Mike (below—right) 
accepted the challenge from 
Pastor Patterson and started 
meeting with a friend Dave. 
Less than half way through 
the seven-lesson study, 
Dave received Christ as his 
Savior, and the men are 
continuing to meet for disci-
pleship. 
Teenagers are bringing friends to church at the 
Mooretown congregation in 
Sandusky, Mich. A family 
with teenagers began 
attending the Mooretown 
Church. These teens brought 
friends to the church. The 
youth group has grown to 30 
and is experiencing new 
vitality as young people 
introduce their friends to 
Christ. 
Pastor John Weaver per-sisted in a small group 
Bible study of the Wooster, 
Ohio, congregation. The first 
Every Which 
Way 
Brethren in Christ congre-
gations are bringing new peo-
ple to Christ and the church in 
many different ways. 
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation is rejoicing 
in the momen-












God to deal 
with sin in 
their lives. 
After being in-
vited by friends, one couple 
attended a worship service 
and, as a result, both the 
husband and the wife have 
received Christ as their Sav-
ior. 
In partnership with the Susquehanna Conference, 
the Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion started a "daughter" con-
gregation, New Song. In the 
first year of ministry, the new 
church has thirty charter 
members, and Pastors Dave 
Barnett and Ken Lehman 
report a good number of con-
versions and baptisms. 
week, no one came. The 
second week, one person 
attended. After several more 
weeks, the number of partic-
ipants surged to 13. Now 
people are maturing in their 
faith and reaching out to 
others. Seven new people 
have come to the church as 




The Niagara Falls congre-
gation in Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, has a pastor who 
has been led by the Spirit in 
an unexpected way. John 
was a dairy farmer, working 
in the vocation he had 
dreamed of since childhood. 
Then he sensed God calling 
him to pastoral ministry. 
Within a month, he gave up 
animals and machinery, and 
enrolled in Bible college. 
This past year John Fraser 
accepted an assignment as 
pastor of the Niagara Falls 
congregation. In response to 
the call of God, John made 
the change from farmer to 
pastor—and testifies to the 
peace found in obedience. 
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Sending 
Our Best 
The Walnut congregation, 
near Los Angeles, Calif., 
recently sent their associate 
pastor, Bill Donner, and his 
family on a missionary 
assignment overseas. Pastor 
Paul Lehman-Schletewitz 
described the conviction 
that motivated the congre-
gation. "Even as a small 
congregation of 20 slowly 
growing to 30, we believed 
that God had called us to 
send ministers and mission-
aries into the world, and we 
knew, too, that we were to 
send our best." 
Pastor Paul also reported 
wonderful results. "By God's 
hand, the church has pros-
pered since this act of sacri-
fice and faithfulness: new 
home groups have sprung 
up and new leaders have 
stepped forward, and we 
have made a significant 
inroad into the local Chinese 
community." 
I 
concepts: (1) receive the gift, 
(2) resist the pressure, and 
(3) rest in the promise. Many 
teens responded at various 
points throughout the week-
end. 
Besides the large group 
sessions, the teens partic-
ipated in small group discus-
sions, elective seminars, a 
variety show, and a concert 
by Code of Ethics. A youth 
music group from the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., congregation, 
Heart of the Lamb, led wor-
ship and provided special 
















Resort in the 
Pocono Mountains for 
Youth Quest '96 during 
Christmas vacation. The 
theme of the conference 
was "Dream Big, Live 
Large." The aim was to 
enable and equip teenagers 
to discover and live out the 
abundant life Jesus Christ 
has promised to all who 
would come to faith. 
Bob Stromberg, a speaker 
whose heartbeat is for 
youth, spoke in four plenary 
sessions. He used humor to 
catch and hold the teens' 
attention, and to illustrate 
and drive home three key 
ately turned and walked away, as I 
knew the focus of their anger could 
easily turn on me. People f rom all over 
the Corner came running to see "the 
show" and the police were called in to 
stop the fight. Before the police led 
M u h a m m a d off with the others, he 
came over to me and apologized for 
what had happened and asked that we 
continue our conversation next week. 
What a change from the Muhammad I 
had encountered last June. 
The question I am left with is this: 
what has Muhammad seen in me that 
has changed his mind to the extent that 
he is willing to defend me physically, 
when just a few months ago it would 
h a v e been me at the end of those 
re w 
missions? 
by Harry W. Post 
blows? Could it be the change in the 
content of my message? Or does he 
identify with my passion, the same 
that I see in h im? Why is it me he 
chooses to talk to, while the other 
Musl im radicals do all within their 
power to keep us apart? I do believe 
we need to be fo r th r igh t and bold 
when we talk to Musl ims, to show 
them that we too are willing to be held 
accountable for that which we believe. 
This kind of witness will demand a 
response, one which seems to be evi-
denced by the odd behavior of the two 
groups on Sunday. And so the saga 
continues. 
Jay Smith serves with Brethren in Christ 
World Missions in London, U.K. 
Those who labor to have mis-
sionary work advance at all costs 
are sometimes spo-
ken of as lopsided. 
They are regarded as 
enthusiasts because 
they believe that "go 
ye into all the world" 
is a literal command 
and that it should have 
priority. 
In an effort to pre-
vent our becoming top-
heavy on work abroad, 
some Christians warn 
us that the church has a 
number of other jobs 
that are important too. 
They want to see mis-
sionary work done, but 
not at all costs. They 
want to see the gospel 
preached, but not every-
where—that is, not until other 
things have had their share of 
attention. They fear over-emphasis 
on missions. 
Surprisingly enough, these sen-
timents are heard in presumably 
missionary-minded churches. They 
are not so much in criticism, but 
rather as a caution. Their propo-
nents do not go so far as to say 
"We are lopsided," but "Let us be 
careful we do not get too lopsid-
ed." Following that, objectives of 
deserving importance are enumer-
ated. Then comes the suggestion 
that we ought to cut down on mis-
sionary emphasis so that these 
other things will not be neglected. 
What about this counsel? Is there 
real danger that other aims be for-
gotten? Should we listen to the 
subtle reasoning that missions are 
not supremely important, and 
therefore not imperative? Once 
you abandon the conviction of pri-
mary place of missions, it is not 
hard to foresee what will follow. 
The task of missions then becomes 
just one of many, merely part of a 
general program. In the end it is 
buried beneath that anemic general 
category, "Benevolence." 
Real accomplishment in any 
field of great magnitude is secured 
by radical dedi- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
cation and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
devotion. It Real 
requires accomplishment 
extraordinary . , , . 
singleminded- ™ any field of 
ness. great magnitude 
When you i s s e c u r e d by 
aim at a certain 
number of radical 
goals—atten- dedication and 
tion to any one devotion. 
will have to be 
limited so that 
each gets its share of attention. 
Without question, there are many 
worthy aims to which the church 
can address itself. But do we want 
to limit the great goal of world 
evangelization? Do we want to 
whittle down our missionary effort 
so that we can better apply our-
selves to a variety of aims here in 
the "homeland?" 
continued on page 19 
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od at work in our world 
Light overcomes 
darkness 
John and Ethel Sider—Allahabad, India 
(until February 1997) 
The light from Suryaraj Narayan Hem-
brom's life shone in the darkness of the 
Santal village near Supaul, Bihar for 14 
years. He was the only Christian in his 
family and village. It was 1982 when the 
change came in his life and it showed. 
Fear of the evil spirits did not control him. 
Fate did not influence him. Faith in the 
living, true God was his peace. Fourteen 
years followed of shining in the darkness. 
Now it is no longer so dark in Karan-
pur. In 1996, 35 new believers were bap-
tized! Early in October a group of us 
drove by jeep to meet and fellowship with 
these brothers and sisters who, with typi-
cal Santali hospitality had anticipated and 
arranged for our coming. What a surprise 
to find that these worshipping, rejoicing, 
believers were only a handful in the 
crowd of more than two-hundred who 
came to look and listen. What did they 
see? Lights from changed lives. What did 
they hear? The gospel message about 
Jesus Christ, the Light of the world and 
the Way to salvation. 
But there's more to the story of the 
light in Karanpur. Rev. Patros Hembrom, 
long-time leader of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Bihar, is Suryaraj's uncle. The 
nephew had seen his uncle's light. When 
1 talked to Patros later, I told him about 
the lights in Karanpur and the service of 
the previous Sunday. His enthusiastic 
response made him seem suddenly 
younger than his sixty-seven years. 
"When I hear the good news of the recent 
baptisms, no one can see my joy!" 
But back to the story. After dinner of 
rice, lentils, vegetables and curds, and 
while a flat tire was being changed, Sur-
yaraj added more to the story of the light. 
"We have separated a plot of land and by 
next year we'll have a church building in 
our village." The church had better be a 
big one because there are already 15 more 
people who are ready for baptism. 
The story is almost finished. Rev. 
Raghu Murmu, energetic pastor of the 
Madhepura congregation, visits Karan-
pur regularly. The people are responding 
to his positive leadership and growth con-
tinues. So, come to think of it, the story 
isn't finished. Others still in darkness are 
coming to the light. 
An introduction 
to Kaew 
John Brubaker—Bangkok, Thailand 
Hunk showed up Monday night (yes-
terday) for his weekly discipleship meet-
ing with a college freshman (or perhaps 
more accurately, freshwoman) in tow. 
MDS seeks volunteers, funds to assist 
residents of flood-ravaged Ohio River Valley 
Kaew (her name means "gem") sat down 
and began to tell us an amazing story of 
God's intervention in her life. She comes 
from a strict Buddhist family and all of 
her life went dutifully to the temple to 
give alms to the monks and to pray. At 
some point, someone shared briefly with 
her about God. She lost touch with this 
person, but their brief conversation 
sparked a hunger in her heart to know 
more about this God. 
One day she came home from school 
and found a tract in her mailbox. She had 
no idea how it got there, especially since 
none of the other homes in the area had 
received a tract. Another night she had a 
dream that Jesus approached her and she 
bowed down before him. Jesus told her to 
find a certain piece of paper and throw it 
away. When she awoke, she dug through 
her papers in her room, trying to under-
stand what the dream could mean. She 
finally came across a note she had written 
some time earlier in which she had writ-
ten that she would kill herself because 
life had no meaning. As directed in her 
dream, she threw it away. On her most 
recent birthday, her father gave her a jig-
saw puzzle. Perhaps he didn't know the 
meaning of the picture, because even 
though he is a strict Buddhist, he gave 
her a jigsaw puzzle of the Last Supper. 
She didn't fully understand, but sensed 
that it was important. 
She began scouring her university 
library for any books on Christianity, 
which she would take home, 
lock the door and read from 
cover to cover. At some point 
she came in contact with a uni-
versity sophomore who had 
been to our home and heard the 
gospel. She in turn pointed her 
Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice (MDS) volunteers are 
investigating damage and 
helping to clean up in the 
flood-ravaged Ohio River 
Valley. MDS is focusing on 
assisting people around Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, and in small 
towns south of Louisville, 
Ky. MDS units in southern 
Indiana and Tennessee are 
also helping flood victims 
in their local areas. 
MDS seeks volunteers 
who can spend a week or 
two helping with clean up. 
Longer term volunteers are 
also needed for reconstruc-
tion throughout the spring 
and summer. For more in-
formation, phone the MDS 
office at (717) 859-2210. 
As well, MDS urgently re-
quests funds. Contributions 
designated for Midwest 
Storms can be mailed to 
MDS, P.O. Box 500, 
Akron, PA 17501. 
A violent weather sys-
tem in early March lashed 
the Ohio River Valley with 
rain and spawned tornadoes 
in Arkansas and Mississip-
pi. MDS cont inues to 
investigate how to best help 
tornado victims. 
to Hunk ' s younger brother 
Liang and he, then, passed her 
on to Hunk. 
As we began sharing the 
gospel with her, she listened 
intently with a seriousness that 
we have rarely seen before in 
Thailand. She clearly under-
stood the concept of a creator 
God (not easy for a Thai Bud-
dhist), she clearly understood 
the concept of sin and the need 
to deal with her own sinful-
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ness. It was the easiest time we have 
ever had sharing the gospel in Thai-
land. As we have learned, we carefully 
shared the importance of the Lordship 
of Christ, noting that she must be will-
ing to follow Christ even if it requires 
her life. She explained the conse-
quences she expected from her fami-
ly—it won't be easy for her. 
She freely prayed, confessed her 
sins, and invited Christ to reign in her 
life. Please pray that Kaew will be able 
to withstand the intense pressure she 
expects at home and that she will be 
able to attend church. 
Lavished with 
grace 
Erin Hoffman—Caracas, Venezuela 
I want to express a special thank 
you to all of you who prayed for me 
during the holiday season. The Lord so 
graciously blessed me with a nice 
Christmas and New Year's, and I thank 
you so much for praying and God for 
blessing. 
I'll admit that in the past month I've 
struggled. I've cried and felt "down." 
(It was during this time that I thought, 
I really must write my prayer support-
ers.) But as I write now, I can share 
with you victory. The other night, as I 
cried out to my Father God, I realized 
that from time to time I go through the 
same cycle. I begin to compare myself 
with others who do things better than I 
(in this case, other teachers). I look at 
their abilities. I even envy their abili-
ties. I fail to be thankful for the abilities 
I have. And I begin to feel poorly about 
myself. I begin to try to do more and be 
more than I can be. I don' t accept 
myself. I lose my joy. 
Yes, I was in that mode, listening 
not to the truth of Jesus, but to the lies 
of Satan. But the Lord so mercifully is 
picking me up. More than that, he is 
changing me, healing me, teaching me. 
I 'm learning to give thanks for who 
I am and what I have, rather than get 
down about who I 'm not and what I 
don't have. And I 'm learning to listen 
to the truth that I am blessed, chosen, 
adopted as a child of God, redeemed, 
forgiven, lavished with grace, sealed 
with the Holy Spirit, etc! (And all this 
from only the first 14 verses in Eph-
esians!) • 
Are we over-emphasizing missions? 
continued from page 17 
As I stated previously, it is radical 
dedication and devotion that gets 
things done. To be a missionary, you 
must be a person of radical convic-
tions ! No one but an extremist 
would leave his or her homeland to 
preach the gospel in other parts of 
the globe. You've got to be lopsided 
in your emphasis to face and endure 
stressful living conditions—ranging 
f rom isolation in remote locations to 
the tense and uncertain atmosphere 
of crowded foreign cities. Only radi-
cals would accept separation from 
family and friends at home or wel-
come rearing a family in a foreign 
land so that they might witness for 
Christ. 
It is those of overwhelming con-
viction who support missions to the 
hilt, oftentimes giving out of propor-
tion to their means. It is the radical 
preachers pulling for missionary 
giving with everything in them, 
keeping it a burning issue before 
their people, who make possible 
every advance on the mission field. 
It is the individual of radical convic-
tion who eagerly devours missionary 
reports, and who delights in mis-
sionary conventions. Persons of 
extreme earnestness give themselves 
to a ministry of intercession for the 
gospel effort in foreign lands. 
A large segment of the evangeli-
cal fellowship is keenly aware of the 
priority of the missionary effort. 
Individuals, churches, and organiza-
tions have declared their chief call-
ing to be to "get the gospel out as 
fast and as far as possible." They 
view all—their ministry, their 
resources—in relation to the 
progress of missions. Lopsided? 
Yes! Top-heavy? Surely! Asleep to 
other aims? No! But they believe 
with deep and radical conviction that 
their only excuse for existence lies 
in what they can do for the mission-
ary task. 
If anyone asks, "Have we been 
wrong in being so wholly committed 
to missions? Have we erred in plac-
The world-wide 
proclamation of 
his salvation is 
the first and 
chief job of the 
church. 
ing missions first, even to the 
neglect of other things quite essen-
tial?" We reply, "No!" Of course, the 
main concern is that we be scriptural 
in our fervor and intensity of dedica-
tion. The testimony of the Word is 
clear enough on this point. And let 
me say reverently, the most radical 
event ever recorded is the departure 
f rom heaven of the Son of God to 








even the death 
of the cross"— ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
the ultimate in 
sacrifice and singleness of purpose. 
"He...spared not his own Son"—was 
God lopsided? "You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you; and you will be my wit-
nesses...to the ends of the earth." 
What fanaticism! God coming upon 
men and women to energize them, 
so that they might evangelize. 
No need to remind ourselves that 
we live in a time of fast-changing 
conditions. Deserving and worthy 
purposes will always seek our atten-
tion. But let 's keep this clear—the 
winning of people to Christ. The 
world-wide proclamation of his sal-
vation is the first and chief job of the 
church. To do that will require of us 
as individuals continued radical and 
emphatic self-denial and sacrifice. It 
will also demand of us collectively 
that we keep that purpose preemi-
nent and foremost, even to the delib-
erate subordination and sacrifice of 
other aims. 
The author was a Christian and Mission-
ary Alliance pioneer. This article was sub-
mitted by Brethren in Christ World Missions 
and has been reprinted (with slight alter-
ations) by permission from Every Home Cru-
sade for Christ. 




Larry M. Dillon was or-
dained to the Christian min-
istry on Sunday, Feb. 2, 1997, 
at the New Guilford Brethren 
in Christ Church in Chambers-
burg, Pa. Joel A. Smith , 
regional field director for the 
Eastern States region of Youth 
For Christ/USA, gave the ordi-
nation sermon. Bishop John B. 
Hawbaker conducted the rite 
of ordination. 
Larry is a graduate of the 
University of Maryland and is 







d e l p h i a 
C o l l e g e 
of the 
B i b l e . 
Before coming to New Guil-
ford as associate pastor for 
youth and adult ministries, he 
served for 16 years in leader-
ship positions with Youth For 
Christ. 
Larry and his wife Cindy 
have a daughter, Carly, and a 
son, Drew. 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, 
Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Apr. 5 Allegheny Reg. Conf.—Mt. Rock BIC, 
Shippensburg, Pa. 
Apr. 8 Ministers and Leaders Conference— 
Messiah College 
Apr. 11-12 Susquehanna Reg. Conf.—Redland 
Valley BIC, Lewisberry, Pa. 
Apr. 14-18 Core Course: "Brethren in Christ 
History," E. Morris Sider—Grantham, Pa. 
Apr. 18-19 Canadian Reg. Conf.—Living Faith 
Comm. Ch., Chatham, Ont. 
Apr. 20-22 Core Course: "Theology of Salvation," 
Luke Keefer, Jr.—Welland, Ont. 
Apr. 25-26 Southeast Reg. Conf.—Bethel BIC, 
Hillsville, Va. 
Apr. 27-28 Board for Media Ministries 
May 12-14 Retreat for Retired Ministry Persons— 
Kenbrook Bible Camp, Lebanon, Pa. 
May 15-16 Messiah College Board of Trustees 
May 17 Messiah College Commencement— 
Grantham, Pa. 
May 28 Commission on Ministry and Doctrine 
May 29-31 Leadership Council 
May 30-31 Core Course: "Brethren in Christ Polity." 
R. Donald Shafer—Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa. (Course continues on 
June 6-7, 13-14) 
July 4-6 Leadership Council Retreat—St. Cather-
ines, Ont. 
Allegheny Conference 
February was Youth Month at 
the Air Hill church. Chambersburg, 
Pa., with three Sundays of youth 
leadership in Sunday school and 
worship services, and including a 
Feb. 21-22 conference with Bob 
Murr. • The annual women's min-
istry sweetheart banquet of the 
Antrim church, Chambersburg, was 
Feb. 22 on a Hawaiian theme. • 
Phil Keefer spoke in the MPF week-
end services Feb. 15-16 at the 
Chambersburg church. • The 
Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., had a soup and 
bread love feast meal and commu-
nion on Feb. 16. 
A 50th wedding anniversary cel-
ebration took place Dec. 28, 1996, at 
the Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, for Rev. Lome G. and Jeanne 
Lichty. They have pastored for 43 
years, and Lome has been an auc-
tioneer, doing many charitable auc-
tions. The reception was attended 
by their children and many friends. 
• John and Toni Fickett were 
speakers at the Feb. 15 banquet of 
the Hollowell church, Waynesboro. 
The Feb. 23 speaker for the Iron 
Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., was 
Maurice Bender of Peace Light 
Church. • The youth of the Mar-
tinsburg. Pa., church gave direction 
in all areas of the Feb. 2 service and 
were treated to lunch afterwards. • 
The Mt. Rock church, Shippens-
burg. Pa., began a new believers 
class Feb. 2 to run for seven weeks. 
• Six people participated in a new 
believers class in January and 
February at the South Mountain 
church, Shippensburg. Bishop Haw-
baker visited on Mar. 2. • On Feb. 
9 the Van Lear church, 
Williamsport, Md., viewed the Billy 
Graham film "Power Play." 
Atlantic Conference 
Dolores McCabe, professor at 
Eastern College, helped the Circle 
of Hope church, Philadelphia, kick 
off Black History Month on Feb. 2. 
• The youth of the Cross Roads 
church. Mount Joy, Pa., participated 
in World Vision's 30-Hour Famine 
Feb. 21-22. • Adult retreat speakers 
Feb. 21-23 for the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., church were Curt and Marti 
Byers on "Taking Christian Faith 
Into the 21st Century." • The nine-
member group, Family Circle, min-
istered in testimony and song Feb. 
16 for the Fairland church, Cleona, 
Pa. • The Free Grace congrega-
tion. Millersburg, Pa., saw the Gary 
Smalley video "Untying Knots" at 
their Feb. 15 Valentine dinner. 
The Hempfield congregation, 
Lancaster, Pa., participated in the 
50-Day Adventure through Mar. 30. 
The church reports good progress 
toward building a facility of their 
own. • The youth group of the Her-
shey, Pa., church provided free 
babysitting on Feb. 14 so couples 
could enjoy a romantic, kid-free 
GENERAL CONFERENCE MODERATOR SEARCH 
The Moderator, Harvey Sider, will complete his assign-
ment as moderator of General Conference as of July 31, 
1998. The General Conference Board has appointed a 
search committee to seek a replacement. The moderator 
must be an ordained minister of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. If you have names to suggest, please send them to 
Harold Albrecht, the Chair of the General Conference 
Board. Also, anyone interested should request a job descrip-
tion and resume form. Please act immediately since the 
search committee will meet by mid-June. 
Direct all inquiries to: 
Dr. Harold Albrecht 
General Church Offices 
P.O. Box 290 
Grantham, PA 17027 
Fax: (717) 697-7714 
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night of dining out. • Olin Harris 
led Feb. 9-12 meetings for the Lan-
caster church on "Totally Commit-
ted Disciples." • Doug Kelchner 
has announced his intention to leave 
the pastorate of the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa. Nancy Peterman 
and Melese Wogu were missions 
speakers on Feb. 16. • Spirit Sound 
from Messiah College was in con-
cert Feb. 16 at the Mastersonville 
church, Manheim, Pa. 
At the Millersville, Pa., church 
16 youth participated in the Feb. 21 -
22 30-Hour Famine. • The Kid's 
Club of the Mt. Pleasant congrega-
tion, Mount Joy, Pa., visited Mount 
Hope Retirement Home Feb. 12 to 
sing and give out handmade Valen-
tine cards. • The New Covenant 
church, Quakertown, Pa., witnessed 
five baptisms in January. The first jr. 
high retreat was Jan. 31—Feb. 2 
with Lori and Mike Cassel focusing 
on worship. • The New Hope 
church. Harrisburg, Pa., welcomed 
25 new members on Jan. 26. • Mar. 
2 was Appreciation Sunday at the 
New Joy church, Akron, Pa., with a 
pizza and salad lunch following the 
service. • The Palmyra, Pa., 
church had a Men of Integrity meet-
ing on Feb. 8. Jerry Meadows was 
guest speaker on Youth Sunday, 
Feb. 16. 
On Feb. 23 Don Mylin showed 
slides to the Sunday school classes 
of the Pequea church, Lancaster, 
Pa., on his MCC tour of Honduras 
and Nicaragua. • The Refton. Pa., 
church hosted Regional Conference 
Mar. 21-22. • The Silverdale, Pa., 
church set a goal of $500 to help a 
local family whose father is ill. 
MMA will match the money raised. 
• The Skyline View church, Har-
risburg, Pa., has a new tele-care 
ministry which provides a quarterly 
phone call to each household. • The 
Speedwell Heights church, Lititz, 
Pa., was granted a variance Feb. 16 
for their building project, allowing 
them to move ahead with bids. • 
The Summit View church, New 
Holland. Pa., planned a dedication 
service for their new north annex for 
Feb. 23. 
Canadian Conference 
Sharing of personal heirlooms 
and keepsakes was the highlight of 
the Feb. 13 Victorian Valentine Tea 
at the Bertie church. Stevensville, 
Ont. • The youth of the Bridle-
wood church, Agincourt, Ont., host-
ed a Feb. 8 spaghetti dinner and 
showing of "The Homecoming." 
The congregation has a new college 
and careers small group. • The 
Cheapside church. Nanticoke. Ont., 
planned renewal services for Feb. 
14-16 with Ken Roth of Kingston 
Free Methodist Church. The 50th 
wedding anniversary of Hazen and 
Lois Cronk was celebrated Mar. 2 at 
the church with a potluck and pro-
gram. 
On Feb. 8 the Delisle, Sask., 
church sponsored a self-help semi-
nar on finances, with free follow-up 
appointments. • The women of the 
Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., 
hosted three Creative Living craft 
workshops in February. The junior 
highs had a "famous couples" ban-
quet on Feb. 7. •> The Valentines 
banquet at the Houghton church, 
Langton, Ont., featured a one-hour 
play called "The Invisible Cowboy" 
performed by the youth. • On Feb. 
15 the Kindersley, Sask., church 
had a family fun and outreach event 
which included tobogganing, sup-
per, and a musical program. • The 
Oak Ridges. Ont., church minis-
tered to street people in Toronto on 
Feb. 8. A chili fest and skating party 
was Feb. 15. 
John Gibbons has begun a drama 
ministry at the Orchard Creek 
church. St. Catharines. Ont. The 
congregation is participating in the 
50-Day Adventure. • On Feb. 28 
the Port Colborne, Ont., church 
had an "Aaron and Hur" prayer 
rally. The church is having fourth 
Sunday night home "supper con-
nections" on a trial basis until June. 
• In February the Ridgemount 
congregation, Hamilton, Ont.. had 
three training sessions on "the min-
istry of welcoming." • Three per-
sons were baptized Jan. 26 into the 
fellowship of the Rosebank con-
gregation, Petersburg, Ont. A cake 
decorating contest was the highlight 
of the adult fellowship on Feb. 15. 
The Pioneer Clubs of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., church invited their 
prayer partners to a Valentine party 
Feb. 12. Scot and Jen White were 
special guests for "Mexican Fiesta 
'97," the Mar. 1 fellowship banquet. 
• Ron Lofthouse has accepted the 
invitation of the Springvale, Ont., 
church to serve as interim part-time 
pastor beginning Feb. 16 while Pas-
tor Rick is on illness recovery leave. 
• The Wainfleet, Ont., church had 
renewal meetings Feb. 15-17 with 
Mark Bolender from the Evangelical 
Missionary Church. • The West-
heights church, Kitchener. Ont., 
joined four area churches for three 
nights of worship and prayer Feb. 
3-5 on the theme "Setting the Cap-
tives Free." 
Central Conference 
On Feb. 23 the 45-voice Malone 
College Chorale was in concert in 
the morning service of the Amherst 
church, Massillon, Ohio. • On Feb. 
15 the Beulah Chapel congrega-
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
April 15, 1897—Editor H. N. Engle: "We have recourse 
to the fact f rom various sources that the standard of Holiness 
is held too high in the columns of the Visitor. W e believe 
some dissatisfaction has arisen f rom misunderstandings. 
W e purpose (D.V.) to give a few thoughts on 'Can W e 
Sin? ' in a future issue. In the mean time you will have 
opportunity to find out just how much liberty you wish to 
have to transgress any known law of God: also, how much 
liberty God ' s Holy Word gives you to 'commit s in . ' " 
75 Years Ago 
April 10, 1922—In an article reprinted f rom Moody 
Monthly, W. H. Griffith Thomas, writing about the proofs 
of the resurrection, refers to Saul ' s conversion experience. 
"Others have attempted to explain [away] the conversion of 
Saul. One writer says that it was a case of sunstroke; he hit 
his head against the ground and that caused the change. 
'Well , ' said someone, 'If that is the case, if it had such 
effect on Saul, let us take all our theological students and hit 
their heads against the ground, because it ought to do the 
same for t hem. ' " 
50 Years Ago 
April 21, 1947—Editor Jesse W. Hoover, in an editori-
al entitled "Growth": "...the Brotherhood stands again at the 
crossroads. Are we growing? W e are not thinking primari-
ly of numbers, although it does seem clear that if there is a 
good, healthy condition there should be some good, solid 
growth in this respect also. But our chief concern is as to 
whether we are growing spiritually. Has our piety deep-
ened? Has our understanding and appreciation of the Word 
shown progress? Has your depth of devotion increased? 
H a s y o u r loya l ty and c o n s e c r a t i o n to the c a u s e b e e n 
strengthened? Are volunteers responding to the urgent calls 
more readily? Is our missionary vision broadening? Is our 
unflinching adherence to the principles which we profess 
more enduring than in by-gone days?" 
25 Years Ago 
April 25, 1972—In the newly-created "Letters to the 
editor" column, a reader writes: "I was encouraged to see 
the item in the recent Visitor inviting letters to the editor. I t ' s 
hard to tell what kind of response you ' l l get, but for some 
time I have hoped that such a column might stimulate the 
'grass roots' to share their insights with the rest of the broth-
erhood. This dynamic seems especially crucial with our 
concept of the church and our perceiving that the Lord 
speaks often to the church through the 'little man ' . . . " 
10 Years Ago 
April 1987—In the sixth of a series on missions, Grace 
Holland addresses the "mission field" on our doorstep, "...in 
North America we have ' the nations ' next door and across 
the street.... The possibilities of sharing the Good News 
with them are exciting.... Get them to teach you some of 
their language and customs. Ask them to show you their 
kinds of food and art. Continue to pray about how to share 
the most precious thing you have. Be ready to answer ques-
tions about your faith and your conduct as a Christian." 
April 1997 21 
I / \ / \ oneij /\/\atPers' 
Numerous writers and Bible scholars have noted that the Bible's authors and editors 
wrote more about money than faith, prayer, 
heaven, or hell. In fact, we are told that twice as 
many verses have been devoted to money than 
to faith and prayer combined. Jesus says more 
about money than both heaven and hell. 
In his book Money, Possessions and Eternity, 
Randy Alcorn writes, "Never have so many 
Christians believed the lie that our money and 
possessions are ours to do with as we please. 
Never have so many thought that as long as we 
affirm with our lips a certain doctrinal state-
ment, we may live 
our lives in indiffer-
ence to human need 
and divine com-
mand, and all 
will turn out 









by Philip Keefer logue with the 
rich young man 
in Matthew 19, the young man said, "Teacher, 
what good things must I do to have eternal life?" 
Jesus responded, "...to answer your question, 
you can receive eternal life if you keep the com-
mandments." 
"Which ones?" the man asked. Jesus noted six 
commandments having to do with the young 
man's horizontal relationships. Likely, the young 
man thought he was entitled to eternal life 
because he replied, "I've obeyed all these com-
mandments. What else must I do?" 
Jesus responded, "If you want to be perfect, 
go and sell all you have and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven." 
Why would Jesus ask the young man to sell all 
his possessions? He knew the young man's pos-
sessions were more important to him than fol-
lowing Jesus. Is what we do with our money, our 
possessions, important to Jesus Christ? 
Should we sell everything we own? Certainly 
not! We are responsible to care for our needs and 
the needs of our families. We should be willing, 
however, to give up anything which might come 
between us and God. 
The story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19 has a dif-
ferent outcome. Zacchaeus climbed into a 
sycamore tree to see Jesus as he passed by. Jesus 
saw Zacchaeus, called him by name and said, 
"Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your 
home today." Zacchaeus' response to his 
encounter with the Master was completely dif-
ferent from that of the rich young man. He said 
to Jesus, "I will give half my wealth to the poor, 
Lord, and if I have overcharged people on their 
taxes, I will give them back four times as much." 
Two different people, two different stories, 
both about money and possessions with two dif-
ferent outcomes. When Zacchaeus said he would 
give half his money to the poor and pay back to 
any he cheated four times as much as he cheated 
them, Jesus said, "Salvation has come to this 
home today" The story of the rich young ruler 
has a different ending. He went sadly away, 
because he had many possessions. 
The reality of Zacchaeus' salvation was based 
on his willingness to part with his money for the 
glory of God and the good of others. On the 
other hand, Jesus gauged the rich young ruler's 
true spiritual condition by his unwillingness to 
give up his possessions. 
Our money, our possessions, do matter to 
Jesus. In the Mark 12 story of the poor widow 
and the rich people, Jesus commends the widow 
even though she gave a small amount in com-
parison to the large amounts of the rich people. 
Mark recorded that "Jesus went over to the 
collection box in the Temple and sat and 
watched as the crowds dropped in their money" 
(emphasis added). Picture the scene: Jesus was 
close enough to the offering box to see what the 
people were giving. 
Stop and think for a moment. This passage 
makes all of us who think what we do with our 
money is our business, terribly uncomfortable. 
With this story and the stories of the rich young 
ruler and Zacchaeus, it becomes glaringly appar-
ent that it is God's business; he makes what we 
do with our money and possessions his busi-
ness. 
What story would Jesus tell about your giving 
as an object lesson? 
Philip D. Keefer is Director of Stewardship for the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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tion, Springfield, Ohio, had a sweet-
heart spaghetti supper. • The 
Christian Union church. Garrett, 
Ind., hosted a round robin quiz meet 
on Mar. 8. • On Feb. 23, World 
Mission Day, Richard and Esther 
Miller spoke to the Mooretown 
congregation, Sandusky, Mich., 
about their work at Nahumba Mis-
sion, and Abe and Irma Pankratz 
about Macha Mission school. • The 
Sunday school children of the Mor-
rison. 111., church gave a Valentine 
program Feb. 16 at Resthaven. 
The youth of the Nappanee, 
Ind., church participated in World 
Vision's 30-Hour Famine Feb. 21-
22. The congregation is participating 
in the 50-Day Adventure, "The 
Church You've Always Longed 
For." • The Northgate fellowship, 
Tipp City, Ohio, hosted a three-state 
quiz meet on Feb. 8. •> The mort-
gage of $25,000 for the new lift at 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congrega-
tion was retired recently. The pastor 
continued a series on Genesis 
through the winter. • Dan Glick. 
pastor of Calvary Chapel, was 
speaker at the Feb. 13 Valentine 
banquet at the Amish Door for the 
Sippo Valley congregation. Massil-
lon, Ohio. • On Feb. 17, the women 
of the Wooster, Ohio, church had a 
salad dinner. The church's third 
anniversary celebration was on 
Friend's Day, Mar. 23. 
Midwest Conference 
The Bethany congregation. 
Thomas, Okla., provided the Sun-
day afternoon service Feb. 2 for the 
Thomas Nursing Home. The con-
gregation met with other Thomas 
and Custer churches for a joint ser-
vice Feb. 9 at the United Methodist 
Church in Custer. • The Rosebank 
church, Hope, Kan., began a study 
in February on Hybels's Too Busy 
Not To Pray. • The Zion church, 
Abilene, Kan., had family fun night 
Feb. 9 at the Junction City YMCA. 
The first Lenten soup luncheon was 
Feb. 16. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino, Calif., church has 
begun hosting a Korean church 
planting. The guest speaker Feb. 2 
was Thata Book. A Mar. 1 marriage 
seminar featured Bob and Barbara 
Hempy. • John Hollingsworth, 
recently of Dayton, Ohio, gave a 
February message on "Keys to Vic-
torious Living" to the Pacific High-
way church, Salem, Ore. • A Mar. 
2 concert at the Upland. Calif., 
church was given by the Kingsmen 
from Biola. 
Southeast Conference 
The youth of the Highland Park 
congregation. Dublin, Va., had a 15-
hour rock-a-thon Feb. 28—Mar. 1 
to raise money for the Pulaski Daily 
Bread soup kitchen. • On Mar. 2 
Herbie Shreve, president of the 
Christian Motorcyclist Association, 
was guest speaker for the Holden 
Park congregation, Orlando, Fla. • 
The Feb. 5 MPF speakers for the 
Millerfields church, Columbia, Ky., 
were Howard and Jenny Rensberry, 
most recently ministering to Indians 
in Saskatchewan. The children of 
the church fixed a box of personal 
items to send to Navajo Mission in 
March. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley church, Belle-
ville, Pa., welcomed five new mem-
bers in January. Wesley MacDon-
ald from Penn View Bible Institute 
is serving an internship from Feb. 
24—May 18. • John Vandergriff 
spoke on "Dealing with Our Differ-
ences" at a Mar. 14-16 couples 
retreat for the Carlisle. Pa., church 
at Penn-Del Retreat Center. • All 
the children, birth through grade 5, 
13th Annual Summer Mediation 
Training Institute 
July 14-18, 1997-Akron, Pa. 
Trainers: Caro lyn Schrock-Shenk, David Brubaker, 
Cheryl Swartley. 
Rooted in Chris t ian peacemaking, MCS Training Insti-
tutes equ ip par t ic ipants wi th practical skills and under -
s t a n d i n g f o r t r a n s f o r m i n g conf l ic t . T h o s e cal led to a 
lifestyle of peacemak ing a n d those seeking to apply skills 
in part icular family, church, work or c o m m u n i t y settings 
will f i n d this an inva luab le week of learning. Contac t 
M e n n o n i t e Conci l ia t ion Service, P O Box 500, Akron, PA 
17501; p h o n e (717) 859-3889; e-mail <mcs@mccus.org>. 
Director of Maintenance Operat ions 
Kenbrook Bible Camp is seeking qualified applicants for the 
position of Director of Maintenance Operations. This is a full-time 
salaried position with benefit package and involves responsibility for 
the care, supervision, and development of the buildings and grounds 
of Kenbrook Bible Camp. Applicants need to be mature in their per-
sonal and spiritual life, and capable of physical labor. Experience in 
maintenance and/or construction trades will be helpful. For further 
information please contact Eugene Wingert at Kenbrook Bible 
Camp, 501 Pine Meadow Drive, Lebanon, PA 17046, or call (717) 
865-4547. 
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
1997 Programs 
Kenbrook invites persons young and old f rom across 
the church to participate in any of our 1997 programs. The 
family and intergenerational programs are open to anyone 
over the min imum age. 





Outdoor Adventures Unlimited 
Wilderness Camps (ages 10-11) June 15-21, 
22-28, 29-July 5 
Intermediate Kayak (teen) June 15-22 
Advanced Kayak (ages 14+) June 22-28 
Junior High Girls Appalachian Trail . . . June 29-July 5 
Junior High Boys Appalachian Trail . . . July 6-12 
Jr. High Coed Backpacking July 6-12 
White Mountains Backpacking (14+). . . July 13-20 
Caving and Climbing (15+) July 20-26 
Jr. High Canoe Trip (Potomac) August 3-9 
Family and Intergenerational 
Father/Son Canoe Weekend (8+) May 16-18 
Memorial Day Weekend Family C a m p . May 23-26 
Mother/Daughter Canoe Weekend (8+) . June 27-29 
Algonquin Father/Son Canoe Trip (12+) June 28-July 5 
White Mountains Backpacking (age 15+) July 13-20 
West Virginia Challenge (age 15+) . . . . July 27-August 2 
C & O Canal Family Bike Trip (10+). . . October 10-12 
Resident Camps 
Junior Camps (8-9 years) J u n e 8 - 1 4 , June 
22-28, June 29-July 5 
Intermediate Camps (10-11 years) . . . J u l y 6 - 1 2 , J u l y 
13-19, July 20-26 
Junior High Camps (12-14 years) July 27-August 2, 
August 3-9 
Teen C a m p (14-18 years) June 15-20 
Senior Adults 
Spring Senior Retreat May 5-9 
Retired Ministries Persons Retreat May 12-14 
Fall Senior Adult Retreat October 14-17 
For further information on any of these events, please 
contact: Kenbrook Bible Camp, 501 Pine Meadow Drive, 
Lebanon, PA 17046; (717) 865-4547. 
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of the Cedar Grove church, Mif-
flintown. Pa., will have a long-term 
adult prayer partner. On the evening 
of Mar. 9 the congregation viewed 
"Repeat Performance" from World-
wide Films. 
The Dillsburg, Pa., church had a 
supper and hymn sing the evening of 
Feb. 16. • The Fairview church. 
New Cumberland, Pa., had a winter 
hike on Feb. 9 sponsored by the 
Junior Sunday school class. Persons 
aged 4 to 71 participated. • The 
youth group of the Grantham. Pa., 
church now has its own web site. 
On Feb. 11 the women had a salad 
supper with Faye Shelley speaking 
on "Thrift Shopping as a Good Use 
of God's Resources." • The Pio-
neer Girls of the Jemison Valley 
church, Westfield, Pa., are trying to 
raise a mile of pennies (84,480 pen-
nies) for Lithuania. 
On Feb. 8 the Locust Grove 
church, York, Pa., began the 50-Day 
Adventure, "The Church You've 
Always Longed For." • The 
Mechanicsburg. Pa., church host-
ed the Mar. 2 Susquehanna Confer-
ence Festival of Congregational Life 
on the theme "Drama in Worship." 
• Brian Smith of the Pa. Council 
on Alcoholism spoke in the Feb. 9 
service of the Messiah Village 
church, Mechanicsburg. • The 
nine-voice group New Song from 
Messiah College sang in the Feb. 16 
evening service of the Redland Val-
ley church. York Haven, Pa. • The 
Messiah College Singers, directed 
by Ron Miller, gave a sacred concert 
Feb. 9 for the West Shore congre-
gation, Mechanicsburg. 
Correspondents: Please high-
light bulletins or write out the news 
you wish to be printed in the Visitor. 
This provides for better stewardship 




Berry: Ethan Caleb, Jan. 16; 
Loriann Berry, New Covenant con-
gregation, Pa. 
Bishop: Heather Lynn, Jan. 23; 
Garry and Lois (Dobbs) Bishop, 
Oak Ridges congregation, Ont. 
Brenize: Tanner Logan, Feb. 7; 
Rodney and Debbie Brenize, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Buffenmeyer: Kerry Lynn, Dec. 
28, 1996; Larry and Donalyn 
(Waizenegger) Buffenmeyer, Sky-
line View congregation, Pa. 
By De Ley: Victoria Anne, Jan. 
14; Derrick and Monica (Gehman) 
By De Ley, Palmyra congregation, 
Pa. 
Bye: Joshua Douglas, Feb. 8; 
Matthew and Jeanne (Hess) Bye, 
Western Hills congregation, Ohio. 
Cline: Jeriah McKenzie, Feb. 
16; Ronald and Karla (Wetzel) 
Cline, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Collver: Clayton Luke, Jan. 23; 
Clayton and April (Long) Collver, 
Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Egolf: Blake Nathaniel, Jan. 26; 
Ralph and Jana (Shindle) Egolf, Mt. 
Tabor congregation, Pa. 
Fessler: Lorenzo Malik, Jan. 26; 
Lorenzo Fessler and Cheryl Matter, 
Palmyra congregation, Pa. 
Fortney: Wyatt Kenneth, Feb. 
13; Vernon and Angie Fortney, Five 
Forks congregation. Pa. 
Fretz: Jared Levi Howard, Nov. 
19, 1996; Michael and Lisa Fretz, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Gaudreau-Thompson: Shailyn 
Sandra, Dec. 31, 1996; Jimmy and 
Amy Gaudreau-Thompson, Orchard 
Creek congregation, Ont. 
Good: Emily Alyssa, Jan. 27; 
Timothy and Lori (Ruhl) Good, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Hayden: Lindsay Michelle, Feb. 
1; Christopher and Karen (Hart) 
Hayden, Souderton congregation. 
Pa. 
Heisey: Leah Michelle, Feb. 6; 
Chad and Melissa (Groff) Heisey, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Jones: Taylor Marie, Jan. 30; 
Guy and Michele (Baer) Jones, 
South Mountain congregation, Pa. 
Mahan: Samuel Franklin, Dec. 
19, 1996; William and Susan (Pross-
er) Mahan, Harrisburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Mattilio: Clare Rebecca, Jan. 
27; John and Melissa (Greider) Mat-
tilio, Manor congregation, Pa. 
McFarland: Julie Mae, Feb. 18; 
Joe and Ruth (Wolgemuth) McFar-
land, Cross Roads congregation. Pa. 
Rosenbaum: Austin Philip, Feb. 
5; Scott and April (Martin) Rosen-
baum, New Guilford congregation, 
Pa. 
Sangrey: Devon Michael, Feb. 
4; Gerald and Laura (Waughtel) 
Sangrey, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Schaubroeck: James Phillip, 
Jan. 24; Jason and Tina (Sanchez) 
Schaubroeck, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Stevick: Katherine Lacey Brotz-
man, Jan. 31; Dave and Beth Ste-
vick, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Stickland: Adam Wesley, Dec. 
13, 1996; Wesley and Lorna 
(Goertzn) Stickland, Sherkston con-
gregation, Ont. 
Ulery: Caitlyn Marie, Dec. 18, 
1996; Kirk and Brenda (Brubaker) 
Ulery, Harrisburg congregation. Pa. 
Wyrick: Hannah Jolene, Jan. 
25; Tim and Christine (Stouffer) 
Wyrick, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Yoder: Matthew William 
Tobias, Feb. 12; Bill and Regina 
Yoder, Five Forks congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Bachman - Rineer: Jodi Lynn, 
daughter of Joseph and Evelyn 
Rineer, Willow Street, Pa., and 
Brian Keith, son of William and 
Betty Bachman, Conestoga, Pa., 
Feb. 8, at Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman 
officiating. 
Barrett - Barrett: Sherry Bar-
rett and Brian Barrett, Feb. 14, 1997, 
at Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Kenneth Letner 
officiating. 
Hershberger - Tanner: Bonnie 
Allison Tanner, Langley, British 
Columbia, and David Lee, son of 
Atlee and Janet Hershberger, Mas-
sillon, Ohio, Nov. 30, 1996, at 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ray Bert and Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger officiating. 
Martin - Geesey: Christine 
Diane, daughter of Stanley and 
Nancy Geesey, Conestoga, Pa., and 
Kevin Lee, son of Larry and Ruth 
Ann Martin, Lititz, Pa., Feb. 15, at 
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church. 
Obituaries 
Burkholder: Frances Smith 
Burkholder, born Dec. 25, 1897, in 
Chicago, 111., daughter of John W. 
and Mayme Aydelotte Smith, died 
January 30. Preceding her in death 
were her spouse, Joseph A. Smith, 
and her spouse, Harry C. Burkhold-
er. Surviving are 3 sons, Elbert N., 
Robert H., and Donald P.; 2 daugh-
ters, Mary E. Zercher and Lois F. 
Thomas; a brother, Newell J. Smith; 
21 grandchildren; and 46 great-
grandchildren. Frances was former 
dean of women and music teacher at 
Messiah College; former music 
teacher in the Mechanicsburg Area 
School District; and former accom-
panist for the Grantham Oratorio 
Society. She had been a resident at 
Messiah Village since 1984, where 
the funeral service was held with 
Rev. Marion J. Heisey and Rev. J. 
Robert Lehman officiating. Inter-
ment was in Grantham Memorial 
Park. 
Kutz: James R. Kutz, 59, born 
in Lebanon, Pa., son of James D. 
and the late Regina Shaffer Kutz, 
died Feb. 10. Surviving are his 
father; his wife, Marion J. 
(Andrews); two daughters, Melissa 
Iwaszko and Kimberly Heymann; 
three stepsons, Paul, James, and 
Jonathan Taylor; a stepdaughter, 
Marni Sundquist; one grandchild; 
and a sister, Rita Renaud. He was a 
Navy veteran, serving on the U.S.S 
Salem; had retired after 35 years as 
an electrical engineer for Burle 
Industries and the former RCA 
Corp; and was a past member of the 
Lancaster, Pa., congregation. He 
loved skiing, hiking, photography, 
and traveling. James was a member 
of the Hempfield congregation, Pa. 
The funeral was held at the Lan-
disville Mennonite Church with 
Rev. George P. Kimber and Rev. 
William T. Andrews officiating. 
Interment was in Silver Spring Cem-
etery. 
McCulloh: Olive J. McCulloh, 
born July 16, 1909, daughter of 
Henry J. and Ellen Thomas 
Deshong, died Feb. 20. Preceding 
her in death were her husband. John 
A. McCulloh; a son; and a sister and 
brother. Surviving are two sons, Earl 
E. and Dean F.; six grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; and a sis-
ter, Mildred Clever. Olive was a 
member of the Hollowell congrega-
Question: What costs less than a cup of coffee 
and a donut, is much better for your health, 
and is delivered to your house each month? 
ANSWER: Each monthly issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor. 
Question: Is there a good reason why I 
shouldn't subscribe to the Visitor? 
ANSWER: No, there is no good reason 
not to subscribe to the only monthly 
magazine published by and for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
(See page 2 for subscription rates.) 
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tion, Pa., where she was active in 
the nursery department. She had 
retired in 1971 from several years 
employment at the ASBA Dress 
Factory. The service was held at 
Lininger-Fries Funeral Home with 
Rev. James Sollenberger officiating. 
Interment was in Fairview Ceme-
tery. 
Oberlin: Catherine Oberlin, 
born Dec. 5, 1903, daughter of 
Thomas and Ellen Cutman Beatty, 
and foster child of William and 
Annie Adams Longacre, died Jan. 
30. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Carl C. Oberlin; two 
daughters; 3 grandchildren; a broth-
er and a sister. Surviving are 2 sons, 
Alfred and Ray F.; 3 daughters, 
Anna Mary Clouser, Pearl Swartz, 
and Barbara King; 18 grandchildren; 
17 great-grandchildren; and 3 great-
great-grandchildren. Catherine had 
been employed as a seamstress at 
Thompsontown Garment Factory. 
She was the oldest member of the 
Cedar Grove church, Pa., and a res-
ident at Messiah Village since 1995. 
The funeral was held at Cedar Grove 
with Rev. Ken Letner, Rev. Eugene 
Heidler, and Rev. Wilbur Benner 
officiating. Interment was in Locust 
Run Cemetery. 
Payne: Gladys M. Payne, born 
July 15, 1910, in Washington Court 
House, Ohio, daughter of Oliver and 
Rose Brakefield Weller, died Jan. 
10. Preceding her in death was her 
husband, Elden Pitzer; three sisters; 
and a brother. Surviving are her 
spouse, James S. Payne; a son, Don-
ald E. Pitzer; a sister, Thelma Raizk; 
and two grandchildren. She had 
been a typist at Crowell-Collier Pub-
lishing Co., and a resident at Messi-
ah Village since 1992. She was a 
member of the Beulah Chapel con-
gregation, Ohio. The funeral was 
held at Littleton and Rue Funeral 
Home with Rev. Atlee Hershberger 
officiating. Interment was in Fletch-
er Chapel Cemetery. 
Thrush: Rozella Mae Thrush, 
born Mar. 19, 1918, in Abilene, 
Kansas, daughter of Irvin B. and 
Anna Zelma Lady Hoover, died 
Feb. 1. Preceding her in death along 
with her parents was a stepmother, 
Carrie Deemy Hoover; a daughter, 
Pricilla I. Thrush; and a son, John 
H.; Surviving are her husband, John 
J. Thrush; 2 sons, Irvin S. Sr., and 
Mahlon W.; 2 daughters, Rozana 
Myers and Mary Lou Hershey; 10 
grandchildren; 9 great-grandchil-
dren; 4 sisters, Virgie Hess, Faithe 
Musser, Eunice Engle, and Mary 
Lou Eshelman; 2 stepsisters, Carol 
Wenger and Delores Kelley; and 2 
stepbrothers, Herbert Hoover and 
Harry Hoover. Rozella was a mem-
ber of the Mt. Rock congregation, 
Pa., where she was active in the 
Missions Prayer Fellowship and 
Sewing Circle. She also was a mem-
ber of the Christian Women's Club 
of Chambersburg. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. Lloyd 
T. Zimmerman and Rev. Robert 
Murr officiating. Interment was in 
Air Hill Cemetery. 
Traver: George Delos Traver, 
born Dec. 30, 1899, in Wellandport, 
Ont., son of Leonard and Eliza 
Traver, died Jan. 17. Preceding him 
in death were his wife, Effie; a son-
in-law, John Bossert; and three 
brothers, Earle, Claude, and Fred. 
Surviving are a daughter, Delia 
Bossert; a granddaughter; and two 
great-grandchildren. George was a 
member of the Bertie congregation, 
Ont., where the funeral was held 
with Rev. Don Middlemiss, Rev. E. 
John Gazzard, and Rev. Michael 
Zenker officiating. Interment was in 
Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Williams: Mary E. Williams, 
born Oct. 8, 1926, in Millersburg, 
Pa., daughter of G. Warren and 
Naomi Heinbaugh Forney, died Feb. 
13. Surviving are her husband, 
Robert J. Williams; a daughter. 
Faith Swinghold, two grandchildren; 
and a brother, El wood Forney. Mary 
was employed as a nursing assistant 
for over 21 years at Cedar Haven in 
Lebanon. She was a member of the 
Kenbrook Bible Camp and Messiah 
Village Auxiliaries, and of the Fair-
land congregation, Pa. The funeral 
was held at the church with Rev. 
Ronald R. Slabaugh officiating. 
Interment was in Reigles Cemetery. 
Wilson: Ruth E. Wilson, born 
July 13, 1903, daughter of George 
A. and Lydia Marie Keller Lee, died 
Feb. 23. Her husband, Charles 
Leroy Wilson, preceded her in 
death, as well as a grandson. Sur-
viving are a daughter, Wanda Moss-
er; a son, Donald R.; 8 grandchil-
dren; 15 great-grandchildren; and 4 
great-great-grandchildren. She 
attended the Cedar Heights congre-
gation, Pa., and was a charter mem-
ber of the Golden Agers at the Sal-
vation Army in Lock Haven. The 
funeral service was held at Moriari-
ty-Dutcavich Funeral Home with 
Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Interment was in Cedar Hill Ceme-
tery. 
Corrections: A typographical 
error in the February obituary of 
Wray Bruce Crane resulted in an 
incorrect birth year, which should 
have been 1911. 
The December 1996 report of 
the Hart-Fox wedding contained two 
errors. Renata Fox's parents are 
from Ft. Erie (not Ridgeway), and 
Michael Hart's mother is Rita (not 
Marietta). • 
CALCUTTA, I N D I A — 
The next assembly of Men-
nonite World Conference will 
be held in Africa, the MWC 
General Council decided on 
Jan. 12. 
In a separate caucus, the 
Af r i can delegates recom-
mended that Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, be given first con-
sideration as the site of the 
next assembly. The General 
Council agreed, listing Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe as the sec-
ond the third choices, respec-
tively, if an Ethiopian site is 
not feasible. 
MWC assemblies are usu-
ally held every six years. The 
next assembly will only be 
the third time it has been held 
outside of North America or 
Europe. Ethiopia has the sec-
ond-largest number of Men-
noni tes in Af r ica , beh ind 
Zaire. 
The General Council also 
a p p r o v e d a " R e s o l u t i o n 
Regarding the Burning of 
C h u r c h B u i l d i n g s " in 
by. J. Lome Peachey 
response to recent events in 
Indonesia, Nigeria, Jamaica, 
and the United States. 
"We stand in prayer with 
those who have been the tar-
get of violent acts which seek 
to destroy not only buildings 
but also the spirit of those 
who meet within them," the 
statement reads. 
It calls on all churches of 
the MWC global family "to 
seek ways to respond in love 
to those who have commit-
ted these acts and to those 
who have been victims." The 
resolution also encourages 
churches to participate "in 
the rebuilding of these struc-
tures and the restor ing of 
human spirits." 
This was the first meeting 
of the 14th General Council, 
wh ich wi l l gu ide M W C 
ac t iv i t i e s unt i l the next 
assembly. The General Coun-
cil will meet again in three or 
four years, probably in Cen-
tral America .—A Meeting-
house news release. 
Plan to attend... 
Harvest Praise Service, Sept. 27, 2:00 p.m., 
on the farm of Jesse and Wilma Dourte, near 
Manheim in Lancaster County, Pa. Sponsored 
by the Brethren in Christ Historical Society. 
Conference on the Brethren in Christ and 
Culture, Oct. 31-Nov. 1, at Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa. Sponsored by the Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies. 
Additional information will appear in future 
issues of the Evangelical Visitor. Or you may 
contact E. Morris Sider, Archivist; Messiah 
College; Grantham, PA 17027. 
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John Brubaker selected as Associate Director 
of Brethren in Christ World Missions 
John Brubaker has been selected to 
serve as Associate Director of Brethren in 
Christ World Missions for a four-year 
term beginning June 1, 1997. John and 
his wife, Kathy, with their three children, 
Allen, Mark, and Alicia, have been serv-
ing as " t e n t m a k e r s " in Tha i l and fo r 
almost ten years. 
After a two-and-a-half month search, 
John was se l ec t ed f o r th i s pos i t ion 
because of his strengths in administra-
tion, spiritual maturity, overseas experi-
ence, and expertise in advanced commu-
nication technology. John holds a degree 
in engineering f rom the University of 
Pennsylvania and has done graduate stud-
ies in Missiology at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. He is a credentialed minister 




Dr. D. Ray Heisey returns 
to Messiah College as 
Scholar in Residence 
Former Messiah College faculty mem-
ber Dr. D. Ray Heisey is serving as a 
Scholar in Residence at the co l lege ' s 
Grantham campus this semester. He and 
Conference: "Anabaptists in Conver-
sation: Mennonite and Brethren Interac-
tions with Twentieth-Century Theolo-
gies," to be held on June 19-21, 1997, at 
The Young Center for the Study of 
Anabaptist and Pietist Groups, Eliza-
bethtown College, Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Topics cover ecumenical activity, the 
nature of theological interaction, and var-
ious theological encounters (with 
Nieburhian thought, Troeltsch and the 
European History-of-Religions school, 
Third World movements, Fundamental-
ism and Dispensationalism, etc.). 
Anabaptist Conversation Conference 
The Young Center 
Elizabethtown College 
Elizabethtown PA 17022-2298 
(717) 361-1470, FAX (717) 361-1443 
youngctr@acad.etown.edu. 
is a graduate 
of M e s s i a h 




c a t i o n and 
bus iness and 
has t aken 
graduate stud-
ies at Fu l l e r 
Theological Seminary and the Biblical 
Seminary of Bangkok. 
For the past eight years John has been 
employed as an administrator at the Asia 
Institute of Technology in Bangkok, a 
graduate school with a staff of 1,300. 
Most recently, he was the Director of 
Human Resources. Both John and Kathy 
his wife, Susanne, arrived at Messiah dur-
ing the first week of February, directly 
f r o m C h i n a 
w h e r e he had 
been teaching at 
Peking Univer-
sity in Beijing. 
While in resi-
dence, Heisey is 
t e a c h i n g t w o 
c l a s s e s , " C h i -
nese Civilization 
and C u l t u r e " 
and " I n t e r n a -
tional Communication." He is also con-
ducting some research and writing on his 
expertise in international communication 
and rhetorical studies. 
An internationally recognized com-
munication scholar, Dr. Heisey has taught 
and lec tu red in n u m e r o u s coun t r i e s 
including Estonia, Sweden, Iran, Bel-
gium, and most recently China. A mem-
ber of the Messiah College faculty from 
1955 to 1959 and 1962 to 1966, Dr. 
Heisey joined the Kent State University 
facul ty in the fall of 1966, where he 
served as director of the School of Com-
munication studies. He retired with hon-
ors last year at Kent State University, 
and is currently director emeritus. 
On March 6, Dr. Heisey addressed the 
Messiah College student body during 
chapel about Christ and Confucianism. 
He also discussed the integration of faith 
and learning in a workshop in-service 
planned for faculty. 
are fluent in the Thai language and they 
have worked closely with Dr. Paitoon, 
the pastor of Peace Church of Bangkok 
and the president of the Evangelical Fel-
lowship of Thailand. 
Though it was a difficult decision to 
bring the Brubakers home from Thailand, 
the skills and experience they bring to the 
missions leadership team are vital to 
Brethren in Christ World Missions at this 
time of growth and development. They 
will be missed in Thailand, but Brethren 
in Christ World Missions will continue 
its relationship with the evangelical lead-
ers of this country. 
Before returning to America, John will 
visit the ministries of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions in India and Nepal. 
Messiah Village 
staff promotions 
Messiah Village, a continuing care 
retirement community located in Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., recently announced two pro-
motions. 
Rickie Cook, R.N., formerly Director 
of Home Care Services, has been pro-
moted to the Director of Community Ser-
vices. Ms. Cook has a Masters of Educa-
t ion d e g r e e 
from Shippens-
burg Universi-
ty . He r new 
responsibilities 
i n c l u d e the 
o v e r s i g h t of 
H o m e C a r e 
S e r v i c e s and 
Adult Day Ser-
v i ce s . A d u l t 
Day Services are located at Messiah Vil-
lage and at the Carlisle Brethren in Christ 
Church, Carlisle. 
Evelyn Nicklas, formerly a Home Care 
nurse, is the new manager of Messiah Vil-
l a g e ' s H o m e 
Care Services. 
Ms . N i c k l a s 
has a Bachelor 
of S c i e n c e 
d e g r e e f r o m 
Cedarville Col-
lege , Oh io . 
H o m e Care 
Services offers 
s p e c i a l l y 
trained nursing 
assistants, companions, and housekeep-
ers to meet the needs of older individuals 
wishing to remain in their homes. 
I 






Looking at "Minister" 
Sometimes ideas for a column like 
this come as a result of a process, like 
a garden developing over time from 
the initial stage of tilling, to the plant-
ing, weeding, caretaking, and then har-
vesting of the crops. Other times (less 
frequent), ideas come suddenly in full 
form like a ripened fruit. A co-worker 
and friend of mine handed me a "ripe 
fruit" recently when she asked me a 
question at work and sparked the topic 
for this month. "What is the difference 
be tween a min is te r and a pas to r?" 
Tracy asked. I would need the space of 
several columns to capture our ensuing 
discussion, but in essence I said that 
we use the terms "pastor" and "minis-
ter" interchangeably to refer to the cler-
gy—those called to the pastoral role 
or office—and noted that all Christians 
are minis ters (i.e., servants) in the 
sense that we all are to serve the Lord 
and others. Everyone of us, as a fol-
lower of Christ, has a ministry (ser-
vice). 
We then talked about Paul's picture 
of a minister in 1 Corinthians 4:1, and 
it is this p ic ture I ' l l focus on. But 
before I get to that, I want to briefly 
note the Greek work for "pastor" in the 
New Testament. Paul writes in Eph-
esians 4:11-12 that Christ "gave some 
as apostles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as pas-
tors and teachers, for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ." The 
Greek word for "pastors" is poimenas, 
which means "shepherds." The root 
meaning of this word is "to protect." 
Only here in Ephesians 4 are preachers 
termed "shepherds" (Latin, pastores) 
in the New Testament. But the verb 
poimaino, "to shepherd," is used by 
Jesus as part of his commiss ion to 
Peter (John 21:16); by Peter to other 
ministers (1 Peter 5:2); and by Paul to 
the elders of Ephesus (Acts 20:28). 
In 1 Corinthians 4:1 Paul writes 
concerning himself and all ministers. 
"Let a man regard us in this manner, as 
s e r v a n t s (KJV, " m i n i s t e r s " ) of 
Christ...." Paul is answering the ques-
tions asked in 1 Corinthians 3:5: "What 
then is Apollos? and what is Paul?..." 
He is addressing a divided congrega-
tion that had been playing the game of 
rating and ranking its ministers. Paul 
calls a halt to it and says, "we're just 
servants." The word "servants" comes 
from the Greek word huperetas, which 
means "under-rowing slave." The pic-
ture behind this Greek word is dramat-
ic. Huperetas refers to the lowest level 
of slavery—to those people unfortu-
nate enough to be under-rowers on 
Roman galley ships. The slaves who 
moved the oars that pushed those huge 
hulks through the seas were called 
huperetas. A galley slave's life was an 
unbelievable existence. He faced the 
agony of the strenuous work of oaring, 
coupled with a Roman soldier cracking 
a whip against his bare back if he did 
not produce up to standards. Paul says, 
"consider us under-rowers. We're just 
galley slaves of Christ." The apostles 
are described in Luke 1:2 as huperetas 
of the Word. The pastor-teacher is a 
galley slave of Christ and a galley 
slave of the Word. To serve Christ is to 
obey him and faithfully serve out his 
word to the people. 
This is exactly what Paul is talking 
about at the end of 1 Corinthians 4:1 
when he says that ministers are "stew-
ards of the mysteries of God." The 
"mysteries of God" (musterion theou) 
refer here to that general revelation of 
God we know as the gospel of Christ 
and the New Testament Scriptures. 
One of my primary duties as a teaching 
pastor is to faithfully (1 Cor. 4:2) and 
fully "carry out the preaching of the 
Word of God" (Col. 1:25. See also 
Acts 20:27). The steward-pastor is 
called to pass out God's Word to his 
people as God intended it to be given 
out; teaching God's view of things and 
how we are to live in light of that truth. 
In this passage in 1 Corinthians 4, 
Paul speaks of the identity of the min-
ister in v. 1 (servants and stewards); 
the requirement of the minister in v. 2 
(faithful, trustworthy) and the motive 
of the minister in verses 3-5. Paul men-
tions in 1 Corinthians 4:5 that our 
motives in ministry will be evaluated 
by the Lord. Ultimately there's only 
one mo t ive f o r se rv ing the Lord ; 
"Whether, then, you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God" (1 Cor. 10:31). God will evaluate 
our Christian ministry on the basis of 
motive. 
When you think of your pastor or 
b ishop, the bibl ical images which 
underlie their office are those of a gal-
ley slave/steward/shepherd who must 
be obedient to Christ, faithful to his 
Word, and have pure motives in their 
ministry—as you must in yours. By the 
way, have you prayed for your pastor 
recently? 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind. 
Unless otherwise noted, biblical quotations in 
this article are from the New American Stan-
dard Version. 
School Administrator 
Philadelphia Mennonite High School is seeking 
applicants for the position of school administrator. The 
preferred candidate will have a strong commitment to 
the mission of PMHS, which is to provide a Christ-cen-
tered, academically excellent, multicultural education in 
an urban context that enables students to achieve their 
full potential and to develop a lifestyle of service and 
peacemaking. Other qualifications include the follow-
ing: a commitment to an Anabaptist understanding of 
the Christian faith and willingness to become an active 
member in a Philadelphia Mennonite or other Anabap-
tist congregation; demonstrated ability to disciple staff 
and students and affirm them in their spiritual journey; 
ability to promote discipleship, peacemaking and ser-
vice; expertise in the development and implementation 
of the educational program of PMHS; understanding 
of and ability to facilitate multicultural education; pub-
lic relations, development, and marketing skills; ability 
to supervise personnel; ability in facility management; 
advanced degree; and strong planning, communication 
and executive skills. 
Philadelphia Mennoni te High School is a new 
school expected to open in September 1998 with grades 
9-11, adding grade 12 in 1999. The vision of the school 
is to educate and disciple youth in the Philadelphia 
Mennonite fellowships and to warmly welcome others 
who embrace the mission and philosophy of the school. 
Initial review of resumes will begin May 15. 1997. 
Position is available until filled. Nominations and appli-
cations should be submitted to: 
Mrs. Lynn Parks, Administrative Assistant 
P.O. Box 28423 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
Phone: (215) 333-5868 
Fax: (215) 333-5830 
Resumes for teaching positions can be sent to the 
same address. It is the desire of the school board to 
select the administrator before hiring teachers. 
This search for an administrator is being overseen 
by the Search Committee consisting of the following 
members: Lily Lee and Arbutus Sider (Co-Chairs), Car-
los Acosta, Polly Ann Brown, Freeman Miller, Elaine 
Moyer, Mattie Nikiema, and J. Richard Thomas. 
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The empowering 
resurrection 
by Samuel Brubaker 
The fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians 
has long been one of my favorite Scrip-
tures. That ranking was certainly fostered 
by the discovery early in my life that this 
chapter provided the lyrics for some of 
Handel's greatest music. But the passage 
stands out for other reasons as well—rea-
sons probably similar to those which 
caused Handel to draw on these words. 
I am thrilled by this chapter because of 
its ringing affirmation of the resurrection 
of Jesus, and its description of the conse-
quences of the resurrection. 
There are facts. For those who wanted 
evidence, Paul offered it. Appearance to 
more than 500 individuals, most of whom 
were still living, in case persons seeking 
truth wished to check it out. 
There is logic. If Christ's resurrection 
is not a real event, Paul 's teaching is 
futile, the Christians' faith was useless, 
Paul was a liar, the Christians are still in 
sin, those who died as believers are lost, 
and those who stake their earthly lives to 
a worthless hope in Christ are pitifully 
deluded. 
There is theology. Since death came to 
all through man, so resurrection from the 










Terry Brensinger will preach. 
Singing will be led by Nelson 
Wingert. 
For more information, contact 
Isaiah B. Harley, 560 Messiah Vil-
lage, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
all die, so in Christ will all be made alive; 
the total dominion God gave to Jesus 
Christ included dominion over death. 
There are implications. It is foolish to 
be baptized for the dead if there's no hope 
of resurrection. It is ridiculous for Paul to 
endanger himself by risking the wrath of 
authorities who demand Christians stop 
preaching the resurrection. Just as surely 
as Paul takes daily delight in those who 
have believed, he also daily faces the 
potential of martyrdom. Facing death 
from ferocious beasts (he's likely refer-
ring to sporting events—maybe a first 
century equivalent to modern bullfight-
ing) isn't worth the risks unless there are 
reasons stronger than human adulation. 
There is the practical. We needn't dis-
believe because we don't know exactly 
the nature of the resurrection process nor 
the body we'll have. We readily recog-
nize that the plant which emerges is dif-
ferent from the planted seed; and such 
transformation requires the deterioration 
(death) of the seed. We easily acknowl-
edge differences in flesh of the creatures 
of the various species. The splendor of 
the heavens is different from the splen-
dors we see on earth. Even the heavenly 
bodies have differing splendors. So it's 
not unreasonable nor difficult to under-
stand that the resurrection body will be 
something different than that which we 
now know—if there is a natural body: 
there is also a spiritual body. From Adam 
we got our natural bodies, from Christ we 
will receive our spiritual bodies. We will 
all be changed: perishable to imperish-
able, mortal to immortal. 
When that change happens, death has 
been swallowed up in victory—a victory 
provided us by God by raising Jesus 
Christ from the dead. So we no longer 
fear death. Death is no longer a threaten-
ing enemy—in fact, i t ' s not even an 
enemy. 
In light of all the foregoing, sisters and 
brothers, we who believe have every rea-
son to be upbeat and energized in pursuit 
of our earthly responsibilities and espe-
cially our efforts to uphold the truth of 
God and the way of life (kingdom) taught 
by Jesus. It's worth it to advertise his Sav-
iorhood. It 's worth it to advocate for 
social justice in the respective societies in 
which we live. It's worth it to work for 
enhancement of health, personal dignity, 
and economic achievement of individuals. 
It's worth it to work in Christ-honoring 
ways to restrain, reduce, yes, even abolish 
life-destroying evils such as abortion, 
war, trafficking (i.e. production, market-
ing, consumption) in harmful substances, 
pornography, sexual licentiousness, per-
sonal violence, and numerous other ene-
mies of life. It's worth it to delete from 
our lives the distractions of materialism 
and excessive consumption so that we 
may more vigorously pursue what's most 
important. 
If we live and work as if resurrection is 
real, we will inevitably encounter oppo-
sition from those who deny that reality. 
Let's not generate such conflicts need-
lessly. But neither let us shrink from the 
challenge, and the risks of genuine disci-
pleship. The century ahead (like those 
past) poses plenty of opposition to the 
Kingdom of Jesus. Striving to advance 
that Kingdom in meaningful and practical 
ways will incur costs and present risks. 
But because of Christ's resurrection, it's 
worth it. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician living 
in Arcanum, Ohio, and a regular columnist 
for the Visitor. 
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Dear Paul, 
Before I leave Africa, I want to visit the brothers and 
sisters in South Africa and Malawi. The congregation in 
Soshanguve township outside Pretoria has become 
known for its ministry of compassion, peace, and recon-
ciliation during the years of violence surrounding the 
recent political changes. Even its name—made up of the 
first letters of the Sotho, Shangaan, Nguni and Venda 
tribal peoples who live here—signifies unity in a region 
where tribal conflicts often escalate tragically. 
The people here are not strangers to hardship and sor-
row. Many who escaped the violence of mobs and illegit-
imate police actions did not escape the violence of losing 
their jobs and their means of liveli-
hood as the effects of economic 
sanctions passed down the line to 
the workers. From my safe haven 
across the sea, I supported sanctions 
against South Africa as a means of 
forcing a powerful government to 
act justly and end the practice of 
apartheid. I didn't think about what 
that would mean to my brothers and 
sisters in Christ who live and work 
in this country. What can I say to 
them now? I am sorry for their suf-
fering. I didn't realize that the 
"noble" activities we engage in—or 
the ignoble ones we disengage 
from—sometimes are a lot more 
complicated and involved than we can know from a dis-
tance. Does it comfort them to know that their hardship 
contributed to the "greater good" of justice for the peo-
ple? 
The amazing thing is the way this congregation 
responded—much like the early church did. Those who 
had work went about in the community visiting people 
and making sure that families whose breadwinner was 
out of work had food to eat. Others visited those who had 
been put in prison for one reason or another—encourag-
ing and comforting and bringing words of hope. Oh yes, 
proclaiming the Word in tent campaigns is still a com-
mon method of outreach, and the compassionate deeds 
flesh out the good news. 
Pastor Hamilton Madlabane first encountered the 
Brethren in Christ as a young man helping Sister Anna 
Engle as she spent her "retirement" years in Pretoria 
writing a concordance for the Zulu Bible. What he saw in 
her and in other Brethren in Christ leaders he encoun-
tered attracted him to the Brethren in Christ. What I see 
in him and his leadership attracts me to Christ and his 
people. 
In the 1980s the Zimbabwe Church launched an out-
reach into the nearby country of Malawi, which has 
resulted in a number of Brethren in Christ congregations 
in the south and center of the country. No North Ameri-
can missionary has ever resided with them, but several 
times a missionary couple has gone for a short term of 
leadership training. Now Graybill and Ethel Brubaker 
have been assigned to go at this church's request to live 
among them and teach. This couple gave many of the 
early years of their ministry to mis-
sions in Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
Then they returned to North Ameri-
ca to satisfying and successful years 
of pastoral ministry. They then 
answered the call of the church to 
administration of the world mission 
program. Leaving this, they served 
an interim pastorate and now are 
returning to the front lines of mis-
sion service. It's not often these 
days—even in the church—that 
those in the "upper levels" of a 
bureaucracy model this fluidity of 
service. It's rather like a CEO 
returning to door-to-door sales. 
When you taught about choosing 
elders, about the older ones teaching the younger ones in 
the church, did you foresee that a hierarchical structure 
would develop? Do we as a church look now like what 
you had in mind? 
There is another emerging Brethren in Christ group in 
Malawi. While at Fuller School of World Mission, Roy 
and Dorothy Sider received a burden for the Islamic Yao 
people of central Malawi, and missionaries were sent to 
begin a work. This has been a very difficult place to min-
ister. Satan has tried to thwart the work with sickness and 
death, opposition and thievery. Loneliness, lack of priva-
cy, and the difficulties of village life have also worn 
down God's servants. But a church is beginning to grow, 
and one leader is now in Bible school. Gary and Mel 
Andricks and Willie Beaton send their greetings from this 
ministry (you often closed your letters with lots of 
names!). 
Your servant in the Lord, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication. " 
It's not often these 
days—even in the 
church—that those in 
the "upper levels " of 
a bureaucracy model 
this fluidity of 
service. It's rather 
like a CEO returning 
to door-to-door sales. 
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On sending 
by R. Dale Shaw 
Binod Kachchhap is a pas tor in 
India, in the region of Bihar. He has an 
evangelistic passion for the country of 
Nepal, particularly the Biratnagar area. 
Nepal is a nationally declared Hindu 
country. It is against the law to witness 
fo r Chr is t . Mr. Kachchhap is well 
known in Nepal for his evangelistic 
endeavors. He has been jailed several 
times. 
Recently while on a preaching mis-
sion in Nepal, he was arrested and taken 
to the police station where he sat on a 
bench in the reception area for 19 hours, 
waiting for judgement. During those 
hours, many people for various reasons 
passed through the police station. Dur-
ing their wait in the reception area, Mr. 
Kachchhap told them he was there 
because he had been sharing with peo-
ple in Nepal how Jesus Christ had 
changed his life and given him a new 
life on earth and a future in heaven. He 
was full of joy that he had those 19 
hours to share his faith in the police sta-
tion before he was jailed for 30 days, 
then sent back to India with instructions 
never to preach the gospel again. 
Currently, there are twelve Brethren 
in Christ Churches in Nepal. Ann Marie 
and I were present when Jack McClane 
led more than 300 Nepalese in the ser-
vice of dedication of the new church 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
facility in Biratnagar where Deepak 
Shrestha is the pastor. Two years ago 
there was no congregation there. 
It was my privilege to lead the ded-
ication service of the Mary Hoke Hos-
tel constructed next to the church build-
ing. Brethren in Christ children from 
rural areas surrounding Biratnager will 
live in the hostel and attend school in 
the community. The hostel is their key 
to education. 
I thank God for the fine concrete 
wor sh ip and educa t ion center the 
Brethren in Christ have provided in this 
leading city in Nepal. 
Shem Lai Hembrom is the pastor of 
the Hatiband (Place of White Ele-
phants) congregation. Jack and Trudy 
McClane and Ann Marie and I trav-
eled in a four-wheel drive vehicle 20 
kilometers (12 miles) on an ox cart 
road, past rice and wheat paddies, to a 
morning worship service. (Matt Lewis 
took the fast lane as passenger on Pas-
tor Hembrom's 100 cc Honda Hero 
motorcycle). Upon our arrival, the con-
gregation welcomed us and served us 
tea in china cups and special store-
bought biscuits. Chairs were provided 
for us to sit on and beautiful marigold 
leis placed around our necks. 
The congregation of about 100 peo-
ple sat on the floor; men on the left 
side of the sanctuary, women and small 
children on the right. Several groups 
ministered in music. At the close of the 
service, 14 people witnessed verbally 
of their decision to follow Jesus in 
believer's baptism. We left the church 
and walked through fields to a place 
where the river water was deep enough. 
Pastor Shem Lai Hembrom and Pastor 
Deepak Shrestha baptized the 14 peo-
ple while the congregation and 
many c o m m u n i t y p e o p l e 
watched. 
The people of Hatiband 
are Santals. It was in this 
Santal village that Pastor 
Hembrom was born and 
grew up. He left the vil-
lage long enough to go to 
India and graduate from 
seminary with a Masters 
of Divinity degree and then a Masters 
of Theology degree. Though he had 
opportunity to teach in the seminary, he 
and his wife Hannah returned to Hati-
band to pastor the congregation. He also 
serves as overseer of the churches in 
Nepal. 
A two-acre lot in the city of Kersya 
has been purchased and plans are in 
place to build a worship and training 
center. A house will be built on the 
property in which the overseer will live. 
There is report of rapid evangelization 
through the f ive Brethren in Christ 
Churches in the villages surrounding 
Kersya. 
Two church planting pastors are 
beginning a congregation in the city of 
Kathmandu with a vision to evangelize 
the areas to the north. It is very fulfilling 
to know that the church in North Amer-
ica has "grandchildren" in Nepal. 
As envisioned by the early mission-
ar ies to I n d i a — H e n r y and Ka t i e 
Brubaker, Effie Rohrer, Amos and Nel-
lie Dick, and many others—God has 
raised up a strong church in India which 
today has some fine buildings and many 
college- and seminary-trained pastors. 
The Brethren in Christ Church in 
India responded to the call of God to go 
to Nepal. Now the Church of Nepal has 
responded to the call of God to go to 
other countries. 
The investment of the Brethren in 
Christ Church in the United States and 
C a n a d a in s end ing p e r s o n n e l and 
money is reaping a bountiful harvest in 
India and Nepal. 
Dale Shaw is 
bishop of the Cana-
dian Conference of 
the Brethren in 
Christ Church, and 
recently visited Nepal 
and India in conjunction with the Internation-
al Brethren in Christ Fellowship. 
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L ° r d e s u s Christ. 
New Life 
in Christ 
All who come to faith in Christ are born again, 
receive the Holy Spirit, and become children of 
God. They are acquitted of all guilt for sin, are 
granted the righteousness of Christ, and are 
reconciled to God. Persons thus justified by grace 
through faith enjoy peace with God, are adopted 
into God's family, become part of the church, and 
receive the assurance of eternal life. We become 
new creatures in Christ, regenerated by the Holy 
Spirit. This change of heart becomes evident in the 
development of Christlike character and a walk of 
obedience to God. Conversion is expressed in a 
changed life with new direction, purposes, 
interests, and values. 
The new life in Christ is developed through 
Christian spiritual disciplines such as prayer, study 
of Scripture, fasting, self-denial, stewardship, and 
fellowship. While these strengthen the Christian, 
they do not make the believer immune from 
temptation. Persistent disobedience impairs 
fellowship with God and can destroy one's new 
life in Christ. When there is sin in the Christian's 
life, it needs to be confessed and forsaken in the 
confidence of God's willingness to pardon and His 
power to cleanse from evil. 
From the Brethren in Christ 
Manual of Doctrine and Government 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 500 per copy 
for returned magazines.., 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
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